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WHAT IS A DISCIPLE?
A disciple is a student who follows a master. A disciple of Christ learns from the Master and lives like the Master.  The story of Jesus washing His disciples’ feet at the Passover meal illustrates this truth (John 13:1-17).  In verse 17 Jesus said, “If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”  
THE IMPORTANCE OF DISCIPLE-MAKING
1. We are called to be disciples. 
· Jesus calls us, “Come to Me…take My yoke upon you and learn from Me”
(Matthew 11:28,29).

· We are called to "grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ"  (2 Peter 3:18).

Every born-again child of God should be in the process of growing and maturing in his faith
in Jesus Christ. 
· Growing in your personal relationship with the Lord, 

· Growing in your knowledge of  His Word. 

· Growing in your service in His Kingdom. 

2.  We are called to be disciple-makers.
Jesus commanded His followers to “Go and make disciples of all the nations, 

teaching them to obey all things that I commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20).
· Evangelism means leading people to receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. 
· Discipleship means training new believers to grow in the Lord. 
· Evangelism without discipleship is incomplete. 
· This command from Jesus includes both evangelism and discipleship. 
3.  The illustration of the newborn baby
Many followers of Jesus Christ have never been discipled. Some of them are new believers, and some have been believers for many years. Think about this illustration. A father and mother are holding their newborn baby. They lay the baby on a bed. Next, they place a bowl of food and several sets of clothes beside the baby. Then they say to the baby, "Ok, baby, you have a bed to sleep in, food to eat, and clothes to wear. You can now take care of yourself." What will happen to this baby if left alone like this? Of course, he will become sick and eventually die, if the parents do not take care of him. He needs to be fed and clothed, and he needs to be trained how to do these things for himself as he grows.


Sometimes we treat new believers like the parents treated their baby in the illustration. We expect them to automatically know how to pray, understand the Bible, live the new life of a believer, and be a witness for Christ. However, like the new-born baby, they need training in how to do these things.


You are called to be a disciple and a disciple-maker.  As a Growing Disciple, you can use this manual to train other Growing Disciples who will train others, who will train others.  

Paul discipled Timothy, and he wrote to Timothy this charge: “The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, commit these teachings to other men who will be able to teach other people also” (2 Timothy 2:2).
INTRODUCTION TO ACTS 2:36-47


The book of Acts is the story of the birth of the New Testament church and the planting of new churches "to the ends of the earth" (Acts 1:8). These stories teach you how to be born again, how to grow as a believer in Christ, and how to share the gospel to all people groups of the world. 

Read Acts 1

After His resurrection, Jesus appeared many times to various groups of His followers over a period of 40 days (Acts 1:3). 
Acts 1 tells the story of Jesus' last appearance to His disciples, and His ascension to heaven. He promised that they would be baptized with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5), and He commanded that they be His witnesses all over the world (Acts 1:8). Then Jesus ascended to heaven in a cloud, and two angels told the believers that Jesus would return to earth someday (Acts 1:9-11). In obedience, about 120 of His followers returned to Jerusalem and gathered in a room for prayer, fellowship, and mutual encouragement, while they waited for the fulfillment of Jesus' promise (Acts 1:12-15).

Read Acts 2

Acts 2 tells the story of the birth of the New Testament church on the day of Pentecost. While the 120 believers were praying, suddenly the Holy Spirit filled each one of them. A loud, rushing wind filled the room and tongues as of fire touched each one of them.  They experienced the first baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4).  Many of God's people from many nations and language groups had gathered in Jerusalem for Pentecost, an important yearly festival. An amazing thing began to happen. The Holy Spirit gave all 120 believers the ability to proclaim the mighty deeds of God, and the multitudes of people heard the message in their various languages 
(Acts 2:5-11).

Then Peter stood in the midst of the crowds and explained what was happening. He quoted the prophecy in Joel 2:28-32 concerning the coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:14-21). Then he shared the Gospel – the story of the life, crucifixion, and resurrection of Jesus.  He concluded by declaring that Jesus, whom they had crucified, is now the risen Lord and Christ (Messiah) - the one and only Savior of the world (Acts 2:22-36). 
The people were convicted of their sin and convinced of the truth of the gospel message, so they asked what they must do to become followers of Jesus Christ (Acts 2:37). According to Acts 2:40, Peter used many words to explain the gospel and to explain how to become a follower of Christ. Three key words summarize Peter's answer to the question, "What must you do to be saved?" 

Study these three words and make certain that you have made this commitment to Jesus.
1) Believe (2:44) – You must believe the gospel story of Jesus, and believe that He is the one and only Savior of the world.  Romans 10:9, 10 explains that you must “believe in your heart,” not just believe with the head or mind. To believe in the heart means to commit yourself totally to Jesus Christ and trust only in Him 
2) Repent (2:38) - You must turn away from and forsake your sin. When Jesus began teaching, His first words were “Repent, for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17). Repentance is a heartfelt sorrow for sin, an honest confession of sin, and a sincere commitment to forsake sin and walk in obedience to Christ. Only then can you ask Jesus to forgive your sins.

3) Receive (2:41) - You must accept Jesus Christ into your heart and life as Lord and Savior – “As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God” (John 1:12). This is a personal decision whereby you talk with Jesus in prayer, and receive Him into your heart.
That day about 3000 people became followers of Jesus Christ and were baptized. The New Testament church was born!  People were being saved daily. Many of the visitors to Jerusalem became new believers in Christ, and they needed to be discipled in their new faith before returning to their various countries.
 
You can see the wisdom of God as He inspired Luke to write these verses immediately after the coming of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the New Testament church. New believers need to be discipled and trained for Christian growth immediately after their conversion. 


Scripture for The 12 Dynamics of a Growing Disciple 


God has wisely given us a very simple program of discipleship in Acts 2:36-47. 

There are 12 important spiritual truths or dynamics based on these verses. 

36  “Therefore, let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has 
1. Jesus is Lord
made Him both Lord and Christ – this Jesus whom you crucified.”
37  Now when they heard this they were pierced to the heart, and said to
Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?”

38  And Peter said to them, “Repent and let each of you be baptized in 

he name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you shall        2.  Baptism and Filling
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.





     of the Holy Spirit
39  For the promise is for you and your children, and for all who are 
     
far off, as many as the Lord our God shall call to Himself.”

40  And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on 

exhorting them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation!”

41  So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and there
3.  Water Baptism
were added that day about three thousand souls.

42  And they were continually devoting themselves to


the apostles teaching
,






4.  Word of God
and to fellowship,







5.  Fellowship
and to the breaking of bread,





6.  Lord’s Supper
and to prayer.








7.  Prayer
(continually devoting themselves)





8.  Obedience
43  And everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many 
wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles.


9.  Works of God
44  And all those who had believed were together, and had all things in     

common;

45 and they began selling their property and possessions, and were

sharing them with all, as anyone might have need.



10.  Stewardship
46  And day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals

together with gladness and sincerity of heart, 

47  praising God and having favor with all the people.                     
 11.  Worship
And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who 

 12.  Witness
were being saved.


(Scripture from the New American Standard Bible)

This manual will explain how you can learn and apply these 12 lessons in your own life, then teach them to others, who will teach them to others.

The Basic Picture of the Growing Disciple
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The heart is considered to be the center of a person's being. The heart is spoken of to mean the spirit, or the soul, or the life of a person. 


 (Draw the body/heart.)


 (Draw the head, eye, eyebrow, and smile.)

The Growing Disciple is happy, smiling, because he is born-again, his sins are forgiven, and he has a new life in Christ.


 (Draw the arms, hands, legs, and feet.)
The Growing Disciple is moving forward, walking with the Lord.
You now have the Basic Picture of the Growing Disciple. You will add 12 parts to this picture to illustrate the 12 things a new believer needs to learn and do.


THE GROWING DISCIPLE               
Acts 2:36-47        
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1.  Lordship of Jesus Christ (36)


7.  Prayer (42)

2.  Baptism and Filling of the Holy Spirit (38)
8.  Obedience (41-47)

3.  Baptism in Water (41)




9.  Works of God (43)

4.  Word of God (42)




10. Stewardship (44, 45)

5.  Fellowship (42)





11. Worship (46, 47)

6.  Lord's Supper (42)


                     12. Witness (47)

THE GROWING DISCIPLE

TWELVE THINGS A NEW BELIEVER NEEDS TO LEARN AND DO

Acts 2:36-47

1. The Lordship of Jesus Christ - Jesus on the throne 
(2:36 - "Jesus is both Lord and Christ")

Truths to be learned:

1) Jesus on the throne
2) Quiet Time
(Draw the throne in the heart.)
      “Every person has a throne in his heart. The throne is for the king.”
(Draw the cross on the throne.)
      “The cross represents Jesus Christ sitting on the throne of the Growing Disciple's life.       

        Jesus is ruling as Lord and King.”

Explanation: Acts 2:36 - Peter wanted his listeners to understand the most important truth of his sermon - Jesus Christ is Lord. 

1) Jesus on the throne. Learn to make Jesus Christ the Lord of your life every day.
· You have the freedom to choose who will be king in your life – “When you present yourself to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey” 
(Romans 6:16). 
Those who do not know Jesus Christ as Savior, have Satan and “self” sitting on the throne. We were all in that condition before we received Christ.

· Peter told the multitude, "God has made this same Jesus, whom you crucified, to be both Lord and Christ" (Acts 2:36).

· He is Jesus, the Savior of the world. The name Jesus means “the LORD is your    

Savior” (Matthew 1:21).

· He is Lord - the eternal, creator Lord God, who is master and owner of everything.

· He is Christ - the Messiah, “the anointed one,” for whom they had been waiting for centuries.    
· The word "Lord" means the one who is master and owner.

· Master - the One who controls and rules everything.

· Owner - the One who owns (possesses) everything,

· The Growing Disciple needs to make Jesus Christ the Lord of his life. This is a conscious, deliberate decision that you need to make in your life personally every day. This means to allow Jesus Christ to sit on the throne of your life as Lord (owner and ruler).

Pray this prayer to your Lord, Who is sitting on the throne of your heart:
· Jesus , You be Lord of my thoughts and words. 

· Jesus , You be Lord of my family life and family relationships.
· Jesus , You be Lord of my work and leisure activities.

· Jesus , You be Lord of my relationships with fellow believers and non-believers.

· Jesus , You be Lord of my finances and material possessions.

· Jesus , You be Lord of my choices and decisions.
 2) Quiet Time. Learn to have a personal worship time with the Lord every day in prayer and      

     Bible study.
· To live under the Lordship of Jesus Christ daily, you must learn how to have a special time every day to fellowship with God in prayer and Bible study. 

· Begin with a short, simple plan. Spend 10 minutes each morning in personal worship. 

· Take 2 minutes to worship, praise, and thank the Lord in prayer.
· Take 5 minutes to read the Bible. Begin with Mark, then Acts, then Romans.
Non-readers can meditate on the Bible stories and memory verses they know.
· Take 3 minutes to pray for family, ministry, and personal needs.

· As you grow as a disciple, you will want to spend much more time with the Lord in your personal worship time.

· Every person’s schedule is different. Pick the time of day that works best for you.

Memory verse: "I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ lives in me...." (Galatians 2:20). 

This is only part of the verse, but it is short, meaningful, and easy to memorize.  If the new believers are not used to memorizing verses, it will be more encouraging to them to be able to memorize a short verse successfully in the beginning.


Bible Story:  Zaccheus Receives Jesus as Lord (Luke 19:1-10)

Introduction – Zaccheus was a tax collector. He was very rich because he stolen money from people by collecting too many taxes. He had heard many things about Jesus, but he had never seen Jesus.

The Story – Jesus was passing through Jericho on His way to Jerusalem. Zaccheus was a rich tax collector in Jericho. As Jesus was walking by, Zaccheus went among the crowd of people and tried to see Jesus. He was too short to see over the crowd, so he ran down the road ahead of everyone and climbed up in a tree, waiting for Jesus to pass that way. Jesus came and stopped right under that tree and said, “Zaccheus, hurry and come down, because today I will stay at your house.”  Zaccheus hurried and came down from the tree and received Jesus.  When people saw what was happening, they grumbled and said, “Jesus has gone to be the guest of a man who is a sinner!”  
While they were still walking, Zaccheus stopped and said to Jesus, “Lord, I will give half of my possessions to the poor people in town.”  Then he added, “And I will give back four times the money that I have stolen from anyone.”  When they arrived at Zaccheus’ house, Jesus said, “Today salvation has come to this house. Because I have come to look for and to save those who are lost.”
Application 

· We were all like Zaccheus before we met Jesus. We sat as king on the throne of our heart.
· We must turn away from sin completely, so we can follow Jesus completely.
· We must make Jesus the Lord of our heart and our home.

· Even though other people may ridicule us, we must remain firm in our commitment to Jesus.
2. Baptism and Filling of the Holy Spirit 
(2:38 - "You shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit")
Truths to be learned:


1) Baptism of the Holy Spirit


2) Filling of the Holy Spirit

(Draw the dove.)

     “In the Bible the dove often represents the Holy Spirit.”
Explanation:

In Acts 2:38, Peter explained to the people that if they believed in Jesus, repented of their sins, and received Jesus as their Savior, they would "receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." 

Jesus had given this promise in Acts 1:5, 8 when He said, "You shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit," and "you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you." 
The Bible teaches both the baptism and the filling of the Holy Spirit.
1) The baptism of the Holy Spirit
· When does the baptism of the Holy Spirit happen?

The baptism of the Holy Spirit happens when you receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.

John the Baptist told the people, “I baptized you with water; but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit”(Mark 1:8).
· It is the experience of being “born–again.”  Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3).  
· It is the experience of being "saved."  Paul said to the Philippian jailer, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved”(Acts 16:31)
· Can the baptism of the Holy Spirit be lost? 

The Holy Spirit comes to live permanently within the believer. 

“Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” 

(1 Corinthians 3:16)  
The baptism of the Holy Spirit happens to a believer 
· one time, 
· cannot be lost, 
· and does not need to be repeated 
· What is the evidence or proof that someone has the baptism of the Holy Spirit?

The proof of the baptism of the Holy Spirit is the changed life.  “Therefore, if any person is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold, new things have come” (2 Corinthians 5:17).
2) The filling of the Holy Spirit

· When does the filling of the Holy Spirit happen?

The filling of the Holy Spirit should happen in your life moment by moment, day by day, continually. “Be continually filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18).

To be filled with the Holy Spirit means to allow the Holy Spirit to control your life and empower you to live for the Lord and to serve the Lord. “They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak the word of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31).

· Can the filling of the Holy Spirit be lost?
If a believer sins and does not confess that sin, then he is no longer being controlled by the Holy Spirit. That believer has grieved the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30), and he has quenched the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19). He has lost the filling of the Spirit.
· Can the filling of the Holy Spirit be restored?
If a believer will confess his sin and yield again to the Lordship of Christ, he will be restored to the filling/control of the Holy Spirit. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1John 1:9).

· What is the evidence/proof of the filling of the Holy Spirit?
· The fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:16-25). These are characteristics that the Holy Spirit produces in your life to make you live more Christ-like.

1) Love
4)  Patience
    7)  Faithfulness

2) Joy

5)  Kindness        8)  Gentleness

3) Peace
6)  Goodness
    9)  Self control

· The gifts of the Spirit (Romans 12:4-8;  1 Corinthians 12:1-31). These are the spiritual abilities that the Holy Spirit gives you to enable you to serve and minister like Christ.  (See page 26 for the complete list of the spiritual gifts.)
· How can a person be filled with the Holy Spirit?  Some believers have never understood that they need to be continually filled with the Spirit, and some believers have lost the filling of the Spirit because of sin. In either case, the believer needs to take the following steps:

· Examine your life and heart to discover what sins are keeping you from being filled with the Spirit. “Search me, O God…and see if there is any offensive way in me” (Psalm 139:23, 24).

· Confess those sins and receive cleansing . “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).

· Yield to the Lordship of Christ.  “Sanctify Christ as Lord in your heart” 
(1 Peter 3:15).

· Ask in faith for the filling of the Spirit. 

· God has commanded you to be continually filled with the Spirit.               “Be continually filled with the Spirit.” (Ephesians 5:18).

· God answers prayers that are according to His will. “If we ask anything according to His will He hears us” (1 John 5:14, 15).

· Thank God in faith that you are filled with the Spirit. “Without faith it is impossible to please Him”  (Hebrews 11:6).

· Live a life under the control and in the power of the Spirit. “If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit” (Galatians 5:25).

Practice “spiritual breathing.” 

· Breathe out (exhale) =  confess and forsake sin.

· Breathe  in  (inhale)  =  receive/yield to the filling of the Spirit.

Memory Verse: "If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit" (Galatians 5:25).

Bible Story:  

1)  Baptism of the Holy Spirit – Jesus and Nicodemus (John 3:1-8)

Introduction – Nicodemus was a highly respected religious leader. He was not yet a follower of Jesus, but he wanted to learn more about Jesus.
The Story – One night Nicodemus came to the house where Jesus was staying in Jerusalem.
Nicodemus said to Jesus, “Teacher, we know that you came from God, because no one could do the miracles you are doing unless God was with him.”  Jesus said to Nicodemus, “I will tell you something that is absolute truth. Unless a person is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  Nicodemus asked Him, “Can a man be born again if he is already old? Surely he cannot enter his mother’s womb and be born a second time, can he?” Jesus explained to Nicodemus, “Here is the truth – unless a person is born of water and born of the Holy Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. The one who is born of the flesh is flesh, and the one that is born of the Holy Spirit is spirit. Don’t be surprised that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’  The wind blows wherever it wants to. You hear the sound, but you don’t know where it came from or where it is going. It is the same way with the person who is born of the Spirit.”

Application 
· Being a good person is not enough. You must be born again to go to heaven.
· There are two kinds of birth – the physical and the spiritual.

· Every living person has experienced the physical birth. But not everyone has experienced 

 the spiritual birth, which is the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

· You can see the results of the baptism of the Spirit, but you cannot actually see the Holy Spirit.

2)  Filling of the Holy Spirit – The Disciples Pray for Boldness (Acts 4:29-31)
Introduction – Peter and John had been put in prison for witnessing about Jesus. When they were released, they went immediately to the gathering of the disciple to report what had happened. Everyone began praising God, and together they made a request to God in prayer.

The Story – The disciples prayed, “ Lord, they are threatening to punish us. So give us boldness to speak Your word. Give healing to the sick, and give miracles through the name of Jesus, Your Holy One.” Now when they finished praying, the building was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. Everyone began speaking the word of God with boldness.
Application – 
· Those who have been baptized with the Holy Spirit need to be continually and repeatedly filled with the Holy Spirit.
· Being filled with the Holy Spirit gives you power and boldness to witness for Christ, even though you may be persecuted for it.
3. Baptism in Water 
(2:41 - "those who had received his word were baptized")

Truths to be learned:


1) The meaning of baptism


2) The importance of baptism

 (Draw the river.)
      “The new disciple is returning from the river where he was baptized.”
Explanation:

Acts 2:41 - Peter and the apostles made it very clear to the new believers that they must follow Jesus in baptism. No one even considered asking if they could be saved but not baptized. These early believers understood that the decision to believe in and follow Christ included the decision to be baptized. 

1)  The meaning of baptism

· True baptism is by immersion. "Baptism" was a common, every day word meaning "immersion" - to be submerged under water. Biblical baptism is by immersion in water. All other "forms" of baptism (pouring, sprinkling) are not true "baptism." For example, Philip and the Ethiopian "went down into the water" (Acts 8:38).

· Baptism is a physical illustration of the spiritual new birth.  It symbolizes the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and of the new believer (Romans 6:3-11). Jesus died, was buried, and rose again. As a believer you have died to sin, your old life has been buried, and you have risen to new life in Christ. 

· Baptism is a testimony. By being baptized, you give a testimony to the world that you have experienced the new birth in Christ, and that you intend to live for Christ .

2)  The importance of baptism

· The example of Jesus. Jesus was baptized to set the example for those who decide to be His followers (Matthew 3:13-17).

· The command of Jesus. Jesus commanded His followers to be baptized. “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19).

· Baptism is not a requirement for salvation, but baptism is a requirement for continued Christian growth, because it is the first act of obedience after accepting Christ as Lord and Savior (Matthew 28:19).

Memory Verse: "Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit”  (Acts 10:47).

Bible Story:  The Jailer in Philippi  (Acts 16:22-34)
Introduction – Paul and Silas had come to Philippi to share the gospel. A girl with an evil spirit was causing a disturbance, so Paul commanded the spirit to come out of her in the name of Jesus Christ.
This upset the people, so they dragged Paul and Silas before the city leaders who commanded that they be beaten with rods.

The Story – After Paul and Silas were beaten, they were thrown into prison. The jailer was commanded to guard them very closely, so he put them in the deepest, darkest prison cell and put chains on their feet. About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.  Suddenly, there was a great earthquake, and the foundations of the prison house were shaken. Immediately, all the prison doors were opened, and everyone’s chains were unfastened.  The jailer woke up and saw the prison doors opened, so he supposed that the prisoners had all escaped. He drew his sword, and was about to kill himself, but Paul cried out with a loud voice, “Don’t kill yourself! We are all here!” The jailer called for the guards to bring some lights and they rushed in. The jailer was trembling with fear and fell at the feet of Paul and Silas and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They told him, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved – and the same is true for all of your family.” Then the jailer took them to his house, washed their wounds, and gathered his family to hear the message of the gospel. His whole family believed in Jesus, and they were all baptized that very night.  They returned to the jailer’s house, they had a meal together, and everyone rejoiced greatly.
Application 

· Baptism is only for those who have truly believed in Jesus and have been born again.
· Baptism comes immediately after salvation.

· After baptism, people will know that you are a follower of Jesus Christ.

· After baptism, you will grow as His disciple.
4. Word of God (2:42 - "devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching")

Truths to be learned:


1)  How God gave us the Bible


2)  The message of the Bible

            3)  The importance of the Bible

(Draw the cloud.) 

     “In the Bible, God's glorious presence was often represented by a glowing cloud of light.”
(Draw the arrow from the cloud, and draw the Bible.)
     “God has spoken to us, and His words are recorded in the Bible .”
(Draw the arrow from the Bible to the Growing Disciple.)

     “God speaks to us today through His Word.”
Explanation:

Acts 2:42 – Some 3000 new believers were born-again, then they were baptized in water. Next they needed to be discipled. Verse 42 says, "they were continually devoting themselves...." 
As you draw the picture of the Growing Disciple you will see the things to which they were continually devoting themselves.

The first thing they devoted themselves to was “the apostles’ teaching,” which was the Word of God. The apostles had three resources for their teachings: 
· the Old Testament
· the teachings of Jesus
· the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
The apostles were teaching orally at first.  Many years later those teachings were written and became the New Testament. Together with the Old Testament, this formed the Word of God – the Bible. The Growing Disciple must devote himself to God’s Word.
1)  How God gave us the Bible

     The Bible was written by men who were inspired and instructed by God. It is truly God's Word 
     to mankind:

      “All Scripture is inspired by God” (2 Timothy 3:16).

      “Men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke (the prophecy of Scripture) from God” (2 Peter 1:20, 21).

2)  The message of the Bible

· The Old Testament is the story of God preparing His people for the coming of the Savior.

The Old Testament teaches us about:
· God’s love - God loves each person.

· Man’s sin - Every person has sinned against God and needs to be saved from punishment for that sin.      

· God's way – God’s way of forgiving sin is through the substitute, blood sacrifice of a lamb.

· The Savior - Someday, God will send His own Savior for mankind.

· The New Testament is the story of the coming of God's Savior, Jesus Christ. 
The New Testament  teaches us about:

· The Gospel – the story of Jesus
· Salvation – how to be saved 

· The Christian Life – how to live for Jesus
· The Church – the meaning and the ministry of the church of Jesus Christ

· Missions – how to take the gospel message of salvation to all people of the world.

3)  The importance of the Bible

· The Bible is your message from God. When you read  (or hear) and study God's Word:
· God speaks to your heart – “The Word of God is living and active” (Hebrews 4:12). 
· God changes your life – “The Word of God which also performs its work in you”     (1 Thessalonians 2:13).
· The Bible is your spiritual food – “Like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the Word”  (1 Peter 2:2).

· The Bible is your guide for living – “Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Psalm 119:105).

· The Bible is your weapon in spiritual warfare – “The sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God”(Ephesians 6:17).
Memory Verse: "Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God" (Matthew 4:4).

Bible Story:  Mary and Martha  (Luke 10:38-42)
Introduction – Jesus and His disciples were walking from village to village teaching the people. They were on their way to Jerusalem and entered the village of Bethany which was near Jerusalem.
The Story – As Jesus and His disciples entered the village, a woman named Martha welcomed them into her home. Martha’s sister, Mary, sat on the floor right at Jesus’ feet. She wanted to hear every word He said as He was teaching. But Martha was busy making all the preparations for a big meal. She was not really listening to Jesus. Then Martha came to Jesus and said, “Lord, doesn’t it seem unfair that I’m doing all the work and Mary is just sitting there. Please tell her to come help me.” Jesus replied to her, “My dear Martha, you are worried and upset about all of these things that are not so important. There is one thing that is more important than anything else. Mary has discovered and chosen what is most valuable, and she will keep it forever.”
Application

· To hear and learn the Word of God, we must be close to Jesus.
· To hear and learn the Word of God, we must put aside all distractions.

· When we hear and learn the Word of God, we will keep it in our heart forever.
5. Fellowship (2:42 - "devoting themselves to…fellowship") 

Truths to be learned:


1)  The meaning and importance of fellowship


2)  The meaning and importance of the church

 (Draw the two hands holding the Growing Disciple's hand.)
      “The Growing Disciple is joining hands in unity and fellowship with fellow believers.”
Explanation:

Acts 2:42 - The Holy Spirit led the apostles to understand the immediate, urgent need of this large group of new believers. They needed to know how to function as a new family - God's family. They had left their old religion and beliefs to follow Christ and a new system of beliefs. Now they needed to have mutual fellowship, encouragement, and support as the body of Christ - the church. The Growing Disciple needs to understand fellowship in Christ with fellow believers and the meaning of the church of Jesus Christ. "They were continually devoting themselves to...fellowship."
1) The meaning and importance of fellowship

· The word "fellowship" means to share, to take part, to participate. 

· Fellowship means to become part of a new family – “You are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:26).
· Fellowship means to love one another as brothers and sisters in Christ – “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35).

2)  The meaning and importance of the church

      In the New Testament, the church is a local group of baptized believers who have formed a 
      “body of Christ” to meet regularly for worship and fellowship, and to serve the Lord in unity, 
      under the guidance of spiritual leaders.
· The church is the body of Christ  (Romans 12:4-5; 1 Corinthians 12:12-27)

· Jesus is the head of the church – “He is also head of the body, the church” (Colossians 1:18).
· Each believer is an important member of the church and has a function (a ministry) in the church, just like every part of the human body is important and has an assigned function in the body – “Now you are Christ’s body and individually members of it” (1 Corinthians 12:27). 
· Churches met and worshipped in homes or public buildings. Beginning with the birth of the church in Acts 2, God's pattern for multiplication of churches was through "house churches." 

· House to house – “from house to house they kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ” (Acts 5:42).

· The home of Aquila and Priscilla (1 Corinthians 16:19)

· The home of Nympha (Colossians 4:15)

· The school of  Tyrannus  (Acts 19:9)

Memory Verse: "So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another" (Romans 12:5).

Bible Story:  The Church at Antioch (Acts 11:19-26)
Introduction – Stephen had been stoned because of his bold preaching about Jesus. Immediately, a great wave of persecution swept over the church in Jerusalem, therefore, many of the new disciples scattered to other regions. However, the 12 apostles stayed in Jerusalem. 
The Story – Because of great persecution in Jerusalem, the new disciples had to move away to other regions. Some of those who scattered were sharing the gospel with only the Jews. However, some of them went to the city of Antioch and began sharing the good news of Jesus with everyone – the Jews and the Greeks. God was moving in great power among them, and many people repented and believed in the Lord Jesus. Now the church in Jerusalem heard about what was happening in Antioch, so they sent Barnabas to minister to the new believers. When Barnabas arrived he saw how God’s grace was working among them, and he encouraged them to remain strong in their faith. Barnabas was a man of God, full of the Holy Spirit, with a strong faith. Because of his witness, many more people were brought to faith in Jesus. Barnabas went to Tarsus to find Saul and brought him to Antioch. They stayed with the church for one year, teaching and training the believers. Because the members of the church at Antioch were living like Jesus, the non-believers called them “Christians,” which means “little-Christs.”
Application

· Jesus has commanded His followers to go all over the world to spread the Gospel.
· Sometimes God uses persecution for the spread of the Gospel.
· Every church’s mission is to take the gospel to other regions.

· The church should provide for the discipleship of each new member.

· God works in power through a church that is obedient to Him.

· When church members live in unity and fellowship, even non-believers will see Christ in their lives.
6. Lord's Supper (2:42 - "devoting themselves to…the breaking of bread")


Truths to be learned:


1)  The background of the Lord's Supper


2)  The first Lord's Supper


3)  The meaning of the Lord's Supper

 (Draw the bread and the cup.)

      “The bread and the cup represent the bread and the wine of the Lord’s Supper.”
Explanation:

 
Acts 2:42 - These Growing Disciples needed to learn the importance and meaning of the death of Jesus on the cross to provide their salvation. This was the purpose of the Lord's Supper. They were so excited about their new life in Christ and about their new family in Christ, that they shared the Lord's Supper very often. "They were continually devoting themselves to...the breaking of bread."  The "breaking of bread" means the Lord's Supper .

Paul met with the church at Troas “on the first day of the week…to break bread” (Acts 20:7)

1)  The background of the Lord's Supper

In Exodus 12 we learn the background of the Lord's Supper. God's people were slaves in Egypt. God had called Moses to lead them out of slavery. He performed many miracles through Moses to try to convince Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, to let the people go free. Pharaoh was stubborn, and would not obey the command of God, so God performed one last miracle. God told Moses that He was coming over the land to bring death to the first-born of every household, but that He would provide a way of salvation for His people. God instructed Moses, and Moses instructed the people what they must do. Every household must sacrifice a lamb, put the blood of the lamb on the outside of the door-frame of their houses, and eat a meal together consisting of the meat of the lamb, unleavened bread, and bitter herbs. God came over the land that night. When He saw the blood of the lamb on the door-frames of the houses of His people, He "passed over" those houses. But there was no blood of the lamb on the door-frames of the houses of the Egyptians, so God entered each house to bring death to the first-born of every family. Pharaoh's own son also died that night, but God's people had been saved by the blood of the lamb. God commanded His people to celebrate this Feast of the Passover once a year to remind them that they had been saved by the blood of the lamb. This story and others in the Old Testament help us to understand that Jesus came to earth as the perfect Lamb of God that was sacrificed for our sins. We are saved by the blood of the Lamb of God. When John saw Jesus he declared, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29)
2)  The first Lord's Supper

(See the Bible story, “The First Lord’s Supper” below)

Jesus taught His disciples that God was making a New Covenant (New Testament) with His people. In the Old Testament, believers expressed their faith in God through the blood sacrifice of a lamb. This sacrifice had to be repeated year after year. Jesus taught His disciples that God's New Covenant with His people was salvation by the blood of the perfect Lamb of God. This is a once-for-all sacrifice that does not need to be repeated. Jesus was the perfect, final sacrifice for our sins. Then Jesus told His disciples that they should celebrate this New Covenant meal, the Lord's Supper, in remembrance of His sacrificial death on the cross for our salvation. Jesus said, “Do this in remembrance of Me” (Luke 22:19).

3)  The meaning of the Lord's Supper

Today believers participate in the Lord's Supper in obedience to His command. We understand that the bread we eat represents the body of Christ, and the wine or juice we drink represents the blood of Christ. Christ gave His body and His blood to be sacrificed on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins and for our salvation. When we observe the Lord's Supper it is a remembrance, a celebration, and a proclamation (1 Corinthians 11:23-26). 
· We remember the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, 
· We celebrate the salvation that we have received.

· We proclaim the message of the Lord's death until He returns to earth 
The bread and the wine have only symbolic meaning. They do not actually become the body and blood of Jesus. Also, when we observe the Lord's Supper, it does not give us more of the grace of God, it does not give us more assurance of salvation, and it does not gain us merit or favor with God. The purpose of the Lord's Supper is not to gain more blessings or add to our righteousness. The purpose is worship, thanksgiving, and commitment. In partaking of the Lord's Supper 
· we worship the Christ who died for us, 
· we give thanks for His provision of salvation, 
· and we commit ourselves to His Lordship in our lives.

Memory Verse: "For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes" (1 Corinthians 11:26).

Bible Story:  The First Lord’s Supper  (Matthew 26: 26-28) 
Introduction – On Thursday evening Jesus and His disciples celebrated the Passover feast together in a private room. Jesus knew that He would die on the cross the next day, Friday. After they had eaten the Passover meal, Jesus began to teach them the new meaning of this Passover celebration.
The Story – Jesus took some of the bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to the disciples. He said, "Take, eat; this is my body."  Then He took a cup of wine, gave thanks, and passed it around for them to drink. He said, "Drink this, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins." 

Application

· The Lord’s Supper was instituted by Jesus.
· The Lord’s Supper is for all believers, and is only for believers.

· The bread and the wine are only a symbol of His body and blood.

· We celebrate the Lord’s Supper to worship Christ, not to gain merit or blessings for ourselves.
7. Prayer (2:42 - "devoting themselves to…prayer")
Truths to be learned:


1)  The meaning of prayer


2)  Types of prayer


3)  How to pray properly


4)  The prayer life of a Growing Disciple

 (Draw the arrow which points both up and down.) 

      “The arrow is pointing in both directions to illustrate that prayer is a two-way 
        communication between the Growing Disciple and God.”
Explanation:

Acts 2:42 - Another important and urgent lesson the new Growing Disciples needed to learn was prayer. They knew how to pray in their Jewish religion, but Jesus had given His followers some completely new and different teachings on prayer. These new believers were  "continually devoting themselves to...prayer."

1)  The meaning of prayer

· Prayer is communication with God.
Prayer means to have a conversation with God. In a conversation you speak to a person, and you listen to that person speak. It is a two-way communication. Learning to speak to God is not difficult. But many people have not learned how to listen to God. God speaks to you in many ways - through His Word, through sermons, through advice from fellow believers, through the events in your life, and sometimes in dreams and visions. God also wants to speak to you in your heart when you pray to Him. It takes time, concentration, and patience on your part to listen to God. The Growing Disciple needs to learn both how to talk to God and how to listen to God in prayer. You should also remember that God will never say anything or reveal anything to you that is in contradiction to His Word, the Bible.

· Prayer is fellowship with God.

 The main purpose of prayer is to have fellowship with God. You are "called into fellowship   

 with Christ" (1 Corinthians 1:9). As you learn to fellowship with God in prayer and Bible  

 study, you draw closer to God, get to know God better, and understand God's will for your  

 life. 

 When you "draw near to God" in prayer, He "draws near" to you (James 4:8).

2)  Types of prayer

· Praise –  “Let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God” (Hebrews 13:15).
· Thanksgiving – “Pray without ceasing. In everything give thanks” 
                  
(1 Thessalonians 5:17, 18).
· Confession – “I will confess my sins to the Lord” (Psalm 32:5).
· Intercession – praying for other people
· For your family and other believers – “Pray for one another” (James 5:16).

· For non-believers – Paul prayed for his fellow countrymen, “My prayer to God for them is for their salvation” (Romans 10:1). 
· Supplication (Petition, Request) – praying for yourself.

The Bible teaches us to ask for these things:

· Wisdom and guidance – “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God” 

     (James 1:5).
· Daily needs – “Give us this day our daily bread” (Matthew 6:11).
· Boldness to witness – “Grant that Your bond-servants may speak Your word with   
                                     all confidence” (Acts 4:29).

3)  How to pray properly

Jesus taught His disciples many things about prayer. During His last week with them, before dying on the cross, Jesus said to them, "All things you ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive" (Matthew 21:22). They had already learned many things about prayer. They had learned from the teachings of Jesus and from the example of His own prayer life. They knew that He was not saying that faith is the only requirement for answered prayer. We, also, must understand that the Bible teaches us many requirements for proper prayer. You cannot take any one Bible verse concerning prayer and say it is the only requirement for prayer. You must understand all that the Bible teaches about prayer in order to pray correctly. Below is a list of some of the most important Biblical requirements for proper prayer. 

· You must live in obedience to God and His Word – “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you” ( John 15:7).
· You must pray according to the leadership of the Holy Spirit, allowing Him to guide you in your prayers and help you understand God's will - “Pray at all times in the Spirit” (Ephesians 6:18). Also see Romans 8:26,27.  
· You must pray according to the will of God – “If we ask anything according to His will, He hears us”  (1 John 5:14, 15).
· You must confess sin and be cleansed – “The effective prayer of a righteous man (a person in right standing with God) can accomplish much” (James 5:16).   
· You must pray with the proper motive, rather than selfish motives – “You ask and do not receive because you ask with wrong motives” (  James 4:3).
· You must forgive others – “And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone” ( Mark 11:25).
· Husbands must treat their wives with gentleness and respect – “Husbands, live with your wife in an understanding way…so that your prayers may not be hindered” (1 Peter 3:7).
· When you pray you must make God's Kingdom your first priority – “Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you” (Matthew 6:33).
When you fulfill these requirements, then..."all things you ask in prayer, believing you shall receive" (Matthew 21:22).

Summary: 
· As you allow Christ to rule in your heart and you obey His word (John 15:7),
· He conforms your desires and your will to be like His desires and His will (1 John 5:14,15).

· You can then pray according to His will (Romans 8:26,27).

· Thus, when you ask in faith He will answer (Matthew 21:22).

ABIDE                                                  ASK                                            ANSWER
(Abide in Christ and


   (Pray according to

       (God will answer according 

  obey His Word)


     the Holy Spirit's 

         to His will and plan)






     leadership)

4)  The prayer life of a Growing Disciple

The disciples had followed Jesus for more than two years. They listened to Him teach with power. They watched Him perform miracles and heal the sick. They saw Him cast out demons. But they never asked Him to give them power to do these same things. However, there is one thing they observed in His life, and they asked Him to teach them how to do that thing. They observed His prayer life, and they requested, "Lord, teach us to pray" (Luke 11:1). It was evident to them that the power in His life came from His constant fellowship with the Father in prayer. Jesus had power in His ministry because of the way He prayed. They understood that they must learn to pray as Jesus prayed. 
The Growing Disciple also must learn to pray. You need power to live for Christ. You need power to serve Christ. This power will come from your prayer life.

Memory Verse:  "Lord, teach us to pray" (Luke 11:1).
Bible Story:  Jesus’ Teaching on Prayer (Matthew 6:5-15)
Introduction – Jesus walked up the slope of a mountain and sat down to teach the people. There was a multitude of people and they gathered around Him on the slope of the mountain, eager to hear what He would say. He taught them many things, including some things about prayer.
The Story – Jesus said to the people, “When you pray don’t be like the hypocrites. They love to pray in public places, out on the street, and in the places of worship, where everyone can see and hear them. I tell you the truth, they already have all the reward they will ever get. But you, when you pray, go somewhere by yourself, and pray to your Father in private. Your Father sees you wherever you are, and He will reward you. 
And also, when you pray, don’t babble on and on with meaningless words. That’s what people of other religions do. They think their prayers are answered merely by repeating words again and again. Don’t pray like they pray. Your Father knows exactly what you need even before you ask Him. Here is the way you should pray: 


Our Father in heaven,



May Your name be kept holy.



May Your kingdom reign on earth,



And may your will be done on earth.



Give us today our food and whatever else we need.



Forgive our sins against You, as we have forgiven others their sins against us.



Help us not to yield to temptation, and rescue us from doing anything evil.


For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen”
Application

· Praying in public should not be for the purpose of getting praise from other people.
· Praying in private should be part of our everyday life.
· True prayer is a conversation with God, not a repetition of high sounding words.

· Begin and end your prayer with praise to the Father and surrender to His will.

· Be certain you have forgiven others before you ask God to forgive you.
8. Obedience (2:41-47 - "continually devoting themselves")  

Truths to be learned:


1)  The meaning of obedience


2)  The motivation for obedience


3)  The results of obedience


4)  The results of disobedience

 (Fill in both feet solid.) 

      “This illustrates that the Growing Disciple is walking in obedience.”
Explanation:

Acts 2:41-47 - Now that these new Growing Disciples had experienced the new birth, they needed to learn how to live the new life. They must learn how to walk in obedience to their Lord and His Word.

In verses 41-47 we see that they were trained to do many things in obedience to Christ. Everything that they learned from "the apostles' teaching"  (God’s Word) ,they put into practice in their lives personally. They were "continually devoting themselves" to obey and apply what they were taught.  They were determined to “obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).

1)  The meaning of obedience

· Obedience means to learn what the Bible teaches and put it into practice in your life.

· Ezra was determined to do three things: study God's Word, live God's word, and teach God's Word. 
“Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the Lord, and to practice it, and to teach His statutes and ordinances in Israel” (Ezra 7:10).

He knew that he must first learn God's Word and apply it in his own life, before he could teach God's Word to other people.
· James instructs us to be "doers of the Word," and not "merely hearers"             (James 1:22, 25).

· Obedience means to stop doing the things that the Bible forbids you to do:
· things which are "not proper" - Romans 1:24-32

· things that should be "put away" - Ephesians 4:31; 5:3-5

· "deeds of the flesh" - Galatians 5:19-21

· Obedience means to start doing the things the Bible commands you to do.

· You should learn to do the things that are pleasing to God.  

“Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:10).

· Jesus said that obedience is what pleases God.

“If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” (John 14:15).

· Obedience means to walk in Christ.  

“As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him” (Colossians 2:6).

2)  The motivation for obedience. 

 
Why does the Growing Disciple desire to obey the Lord? Your motivation is love - Christ's love for you and your love for Him. Paul expressed this motivation in 2 Corinthians 5:14-15. 
Simply put, Paul said, "When I consider that Christ died for me, I do not want to live my life for my own selfish desires. I am compelled and motivated to live my life for Him because of His love for me and my love for Him."

3)  The results of obedience

· The new Growing Disciples learned that obedience to God results in many good things.

· A closer fellowship with Christ - “He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him, and will disclose Myself to him” (John 14:21).
· Power in ministry - “With great power the apostles were giving witness” (Acts 4:33).
· Rewards in heaven – “Well done good and faithful servant…I will put you in charge of many things” (Matthew 25:21).
· The new Growing Disciples also learned that obedience can sometimes have these results:

· Suffering  - “Rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name” ( Acts 5:41).
· Persecution  - “All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” 
(2 Timothy 3:12).
· Rejection by family – Brother will deliver up brother to death”  (Matthew 10:21).
· Death -  (Stephen in Acts 7:54-60, and James in Acts 12:1-2)

4)  The results of disobedience

· The new Growing Disciples learned that disobedience to God results in many bad things.

· Loss of your close fellowship with Christ  - “Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me” ( 2 Timothy 4:10).
Disobedience does not lead to a loss of your relationship with Christ - your eternal salvation. Even if you are disobedient, He is still your Savior, you still have eternal life. Although your relationship as born-again children of God does not change, your fellowship with Him can be changed by your disobedience.

Losing fellowship with Christ means you also lose:

· Victory in life

· Witness for Christ

· Peace and joy

· Loss of rewards in heaven.  1 Corinthians 3:11-15 describes the obedient believer and the disobedient believer. Both of them built their lives on the foundation of Jesus Christ. Both of them had eternal life. The obedient believer made good choices in life and received rewards in heaven. But, the disobedient believer made bad choices in life and, although he went to heaven, he lost the rewards he would have had if he had been obedient in his life on earth.)

· The new Growing Disciples learned that disobedience to God will result in God's discipline.  

· God taught them this lesson very early. Ananias and Sapphira disobeyed and were severely disciplined by God (Acts 5:1-11). They did not lose their eternal salvation, but they lost their opportunity to live a fruitful life for Christ on earth. 
· God disciplines us as His children because He loves us and wants us to turn from sin and be obedient children (Hebrews 12:4-11).
“Those whom the Lord loves He disciplines”(Hebrews 4:6).


Memory Verse: "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments" (John 14:15).

Bible Story:  The Wise Man and the Foolish Man (Matthew 7:24-27)
Introduction – Jesus was teaching the people new things about how to live as God’s children.  He said to them, “Love your enemies,” and “put God’s Kingdom first place in your life,” and “treat others the way you want them to treat you.”  Then He told a parable about obeying His teachings.
The Story
Jesus told this story. He said, “Everyone who hears My teachings and obeys what I say, is like a wise man. The wise man built his house on a solid rock foundation. Then the rains came, there was a flood, and the winds blew violently against that house. But the house did not fall, because it had been built on a solid rock”. Then Jesus said, “Everyone who hears My teachings and does not obey them is like a foolish man. The foolish man built his house on the sand with no foundation. Then the rains came, there was a flood, and the winds blew violently against that house, and the house was completely destroyed.”
Application

· To hear and believe the teachings of Jesus is not enough. We must obey those teachings.
· Just like it takes time and effort to build a good foundation for a house, it takes time and effort to learn God’s word and obey it.

· Learning and obeying God’s word gives us strength to survive the storms of life. 
9. Works of God (2:43 - "wonders and signs")  

Truths to be learned:


1)  The meaning of the works of God


2)  The works of God in the Book of Acts


3)  The greatest work of God today


4)  The works of God in His church

(Draw the 3 footprints.)

      “As you walk in sand you leave footprints behind you. This illustrates the life of a Growing 
        Disciple.  As you walk in obedience to Christ, everywhere you go, God works through you, 
        and you leave behind you the footprints of the works of God.”
Explanation:

Acts 2:43 - The gospel message of salvation was introduced in Jerusalem, and God performed miracles to demonstrate the truth and the power of that message. God performed His works through these Growing Disciples. People saw what God could do, and as a result they believed in the truth of the gospel.

1)  The meaning of the works of God

· Miracles, signs, and wonders are works that God does to prove His truth and His power. Jesus performed many miracles during His 3 ½ years of public ministry. By doing these miracles Jesus demonstrated to the people that His works were the works of God. By doing those things that only God can do, Jesus gave proof that He was God.

· God can do things that are impossible for man to do. “With men it is impossible, but not with God; for all things are possible with God” ( Mark 10:27).

2)  The works of God in the Book of Acts                                                                                     The apostles and other Growing Disciples took the gospel to new places, where people had never heard of Jesus Christ. Many times God performed miracles to introduce the truth and the power of the gospel.

· Philip took the gospel message to Samaria. God performed miracles through Philip, and the people gave attention to the gospel (Acts 8:4-8).

· Paul and Barnabas took the gospel message to Cyprus. God performed a miracle through Paul, and the leading government official believed in Christ (Acts 13:4-12).

· But there are many examples in Acts of the gospel being taken to a new place, and God did not perform miracles. The miracles are not necessary. The proclamation of the gospel is necessary. 

3)  The greatest work of God today

· The greatest miracle of God is the new birth in the life of an individual. When a lost sinner, who has no righteousness of his own, repents and receives Christ, he is born-again. He becomes a new creation in Christ. His sins are forgiven and taken away, and he has a new life. This is God’s greatest work! The new birth, the new creation - that is what God wants all people of all nations to experience “The Lord is not…wishing any to perish, but for all to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).
· God wants His Growing Disciples to be involved in this great work. When you share the gospel message of salvation, and people believe and receive Christ. That is the most important work in the world.  We learn in 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 that:
· “If any person is in Christ he is a new creation.”
· “God has committed to us the message of reconciliation.”
· “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ.”
4)  The works of God in His church

As the gospel was spreading to new places, God often performed His signs, wonders, and miracles to validate and prove the power of the gospel. But at the same time God was doing works in and through the lives of the Growing Disciples that would not be considered miracles. God was doing acts of ministry through these new believers to teach His people that everyone must be involved in Kingdom work.

· Spiritual Gifts - The Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts to every believer. These spiritual gifts are God-given abilities to be used in serving the Lord. There are 21 different spiritual gifts listed in the New Testament. 
      1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 28


  1.  Wisdom - To give practical insight and application of God’s Word in a specific situation
 2.  Knowledge – To properly interpret, understand, and apply the truths of God’s Word

  3.  Faith – To believe that God will change a situation for His glory, and see it happen

  4.  Healing – To be used by God to restore physical, mental, or spiritual health to someone

  5.  Miracles – To be used by God to cause things to happen that are not humanly possible

  6.  Prophecy – To interpret and explain God’s Word with clarity, and to proclaim it with  

                           power

  7.  Distinguishing of spirits – To recognize the difference between God’s power and satanic
                                                  or human power

  8.  Tongues – To speak in a language that is unlearned

  9.  Interpretation of tongues – To tell the meaning of a message spoken in tongues

10.  Apostles – To take the gospel to un-evangelized areas

11.  Teachers – To explain and apply God’s Word for others, resulting in changed lives

12.  Helps – To participate in and support the ministry of others

13.  Administration – To organize and oversee practical matters of ministry in the church
Romans 12:6-8

14.  Exhortation – To encourage, correct, and motivate others

15.  Giving – To give financial and material resources for Kingdom work

16.  Leadership – To guide the church in finding and doing God’s will

17.  Mercy – To help those who cannot help themselves

18.  Service – To minister to the needs of others

Ephesians 4:11

19.  Evangelism – To present the gospel with power and see results

20.  Pastor/Teacher – To shepherd the flock of God by being a primary leader of a church

1 Corinthians 7:7

21.  Celibacy – To remain unmarried for the sake of serving the Lord

· Every believer has at least one spiritual gift – “We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us” (Romans 12:6).

· The Holy Spirit chooses which spiritual gifts to give to each believer – “The Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills”            (1 Corinthians 12:11).

· There is no one specific gift that is given to every believer.

In 1 Corinthians 12:29, 30, Paul list several spiritual gifts and says that not everyone has that gift. For example, “All do not have the gifts of healings, do they?”
· Each Growing Disciple must serve the Lord by using his spiritual gifts – “As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another” (1 Peter 4:10-11).

· Every Saint a Minister - In the New Testament, the words “minister” and “ministry,” “servant” and “service”, all have the same meaning. These words mean to work for the Lord by serving other people. Not only the church leaders, but every church member is called by God to do some type of ministry/service in the body of Christ. There are "varieties of ministry" that we can do for our Lord (1 Corinthians 12:6).  In Ephesians 4:11-16 God has given the church a plan to train and use every church member to "do the work of the ministry."
· The trainers – God has given trainers (equippers) in the church. 

Ephesians 4:11 gives several examples of these equippers:

· apostles 
· prophets
· evangelists
· pastor/teachers
· There are also other kinds of trainers for other ministries.

· The saints – The “saints” are all the church members. The trainers are to equip/train the "saints" to do “the work of the ministry” (Ephesians 4:12).

· The work of the ministry – Ministry is to be done by all church members as they are trained and guided by the church leaders (the equippers and trainers).

· When the saints are trained and properly doing the work of the ministry in the church, then the body of Christ will be built up (Ephesians 4:12), and they will experience "the fullness of Christ" (Ephesians 4:13).

· Doing good works
· After you are saved, your purpose on earth is to do good works for the glory of God. You were "created in Christ Jesus for good works" (Ephesians 2:8-10).

· Therefore, every Growing Disciple should be involved in some type of ministry, using his spiritual gifts. Today God does His works through His people using the spiritual gifts He has given them. 

Memory Verse:  "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works" 



    (Ephesians 2:10).

Bible Story:  Peter Heals a Crippled Man (Acts 3:1-10)
Introduction – After the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, God began demonstrating His power with many kinds of wonders and signs.  These miracles proved the power of God and the truth of the Gospel.
The Story – Peter and John were going to the temple at 3:00 p.m., the hour of prayer. A lame man was being carried to his usual place at a gate of the temple to beg for money. He was about 40 years old and had been lame since he was born. As Peter and John were about to enter the temple the man began to beg money from them. Peter and John stopped. Peter looked intently at the man and said, “Look at us!”  The lame man looked at them eagerly, thinking they would give him some money.
But Peter said to him, “I don’t have any silver or gold to give you, but I have something else to give you. In the name of Jesus Christ from Nazareth, get up and walk!” Then Peter reached out and took the man’s right hand to help him up. As he did so, the man’s feet and ankles were healed and strengthened. Leaping up, the man stood and began to walk around. Then he followed them into the temple walking and leaping and praising God. The people saw him walking and praising God, and they recognized him as the lame beggar that was at the temple gate every day. They were all shocked and amazed at what had happened to him.  Crowds gathered around them, and Peter took the opportunity to preach the gospel. When the temple guards and officials saw this, they arrested Peter and John and put them in jail. However, many of the people who had heard Peter’s message believed and were saved.
Application

· When God wants to heal someone, He chooses the time, the place, and the person.
· God does His work through his obedient disciples.

· When God does a work, it brings praise to His name.

· When people see a demonstration of God’s power, many will believe in Jesus.
· Even when God does miracles, some people are too hard-hearted to believe.
10. Stewardship (2:44, 45 - "sharing") 

Truths to be learned:


1)  The meaning of stewardship


2)  A parable of Jesus that explains stewardship


3)  Old Testament background for giving


4)  New Testament guidelines for giving

 (Draw the money bill in the front hand.)

       “Although money is not the only thing we give, this bill will represent what we give to the 
         Lord.”
Explanation:

Acts 2:44, 45 - There was an urgent financial need in this new community of believers. Some were very poor, and some were visitors in Jerusalem with nowhere to live. All believers gave what they could to meet this need. The wealthy did not feel greedy and withhold their large offerings. The poor did not feel useless and withhold their small offerings. Everyone had a part in giving. This principle of stewardship continued to be taught in the churches that were planted in the years to follow.

1)  The meaning of stewardship

A steward is someone who has been given the responsibility to manage something that belongs to someone else. Everything in the world belongs to God. He has entrusted some of His material riches into your hands. He has given you instructions how to use what He has put in your hands. You are to be a faithful steward and use what belongs to God in the way He leads you. Christian stewardship is the proper use of all that God has given to you as God's steward. 

· Money and material possessions

· Time

· Family

· Your body and your life

2)  A parable of Jesus that explains stewardship

Jesus told a parable about stewardship in Matthew 25:14-30 (see the full story below).    The Growing Disciple should learn three basic principles from this parable: Ownership, Stewardship, and Accountability.

· Ownership
The parable begins with a master of a kingdom. This represents God. He is the one and only Lord, Master, Owner, and King. God is owner of everything. We are owners of nothing.

· God owns all the silver, gold, and money in the world. 

“’The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,’ declares the Lord” (Haggai 2:8).

· God owns all the land, and property. 

“The earth is the Lord’s and all it contains” (Psalm 24:1).

· God owns all animals.

“For every animal of the forest is Mine, the cattle on a thousand hills” (Psalm 50).

· Stewardship
Next, the parable tells about the servants. These servants represent all believers in Christ. The master called his servants (stewards) together and entrusted his possessions to them. He gave them instructions how to manage his possessions. Then he left them, expecting them to be obedient, trustworthy stewards (managers). Two of them were faithful stewards, using the master's possessions according to the master's instructions. One of the servants was an unfaithful steward. He did not trust and obey his master.

· A steward has been entrusted with something that belongs to someone else. 
The steward understands that he has not become the owner of those possessions.

· A steward has been given a responsibility. He is to manage what is entrusted into his hands according to the instructions of the owner.

· The Growing Disciple is a steward. God has put some material possessions in your hands. These things do not belong to you, they belong to the Lord. Therefore, you, as a steward, must follow God's instructions how to use God's possessions.

· Accountability
Finally, the master returned. He called his servants together and required them to give a report, an account of how well they had obeyed his instructions in managing his possessions. Two of the stewards had been obedient and were able to give a good report. The master was pleased and rewarded them for their faithful stewardship. But the unfaithful steward could not give a good report, because he had been fearful, wicked, lazy, and disobedient. The master was not pleased and punished that steward.

· Accountability is certain.  

“For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God (Romans 14:10-12). 
Jesus, the Master, will return to earth someday. He will hold you accountable for your stewardship of what He has put in your hands.

· Accountability determines rewards or lack of rewards, both on earth and in heaven.

“Give and it will be given to you” (Luke 6:38). 
The faithful steward will have happiness, success, fulfillment, and provision in this life on earth, and spiritual treasures and rewards for eternity in heaven.

3)  Old Testament background for giving

· The tithe is 1/10, one-tenth, 10% of income. "Income" is that which is received through any and all means. “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse” (Malachi 3:10).
· Offerings were given after the tithe. Offerings go beyond (more than) the tithe.

4)  New Testament guidelines for giving

      There is no “legalistic” command in the New Testament that believers must give a tithe. 

      However, the tithe represents a good starting point or basis for your giving today.  

      Everyone is commanded to give. This includes men, women, and children. It includes the rich  

      and the poor. 
      In 2 Corinthians 8 and 9, God gives us several guidelines for giving. 

· First, give yourself to God. "They first gave themselves to the Lord" (2 Corinthians 8:5).

If you obey God by giving, then He will take care of your needs. “Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness,” and He will give you what you need (Matthew 6:33).

· Even the very poor should give what they can. They gave "in a great ordeal of affliction" and "deep poverty" (2 Corinthians 8:2).

· Give joyfully. They gave out of an "abundance of joy" (2 Corinthians 8:2). 
"God loves a cheerful giver" (2 Corinthians 9:7).

· Give proportionately. This means to give according to what you have been given by God. They gave "according to their ability" (2 Corinthians 8:3, 12). 
· Give regularly. When you receive any income (for example salary, interest, inheritance) set aside your tithe and offerings to be given as soon as possible. They "put aside and saved" their gifts to be given every Sunday when they met to worship (1 Corinthians 16:2). 
· The remainder: After you give your tithes and offerings, the remainder in your hands still belongs to God. When all of it was still in your hands, it all belonged to God. You are only giving back to Him a portion of what is already His. After you give, then you should seek God's guidance in the use of that which remains. This is the attitude and the practice of a faithful steward

Memory Verse: "It is more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts 20:35).

Bible Story:  The Master and the Stewards  (Matthew 25:14-30)
Introduction – Jesus told this parable to teach some lessons on stewardship.
The Story – A very rich man was preparing to go on a long trip. He called his servants together and entrusted his treasures to them. To one he gave five portions, to another, two, and to another one. He distributed to each one according to his ability. Then he left on his journey. Immediately, the servant with five portions used his master’s possession to gain five more portions. The one with two gained two more. But the servant with one portion dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.  After a long time, the master returned and called together his three servants to settle accounts with them. The first brought his five portions and five more, saying, “Master, you entrusted me with five portions. See, I have gained five more.”  His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant. You were faithful with a few things, so I will put you in charge of many things. Enter into the joy of your master.”  In the same way, the servant with two portions came up and said, “Master, you entrusted me with two portions. See, I have gained two more.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant. You were faithful with a few things, so I will put you in charge of many things. Enter into the joy of your master.” Then the servant with one portion came up and said, “Master, I think of you as a very hard-hearted, demanding man. You harvest where you did not plant, and you gather crops where you did not scatter seed. I was afraid of you, so I hid your money in the ground. See, you have what is yours.” But his master answered, “You are a wicked and lazy servant. You knew that I harvest where I did not plant, and gather crops where I did not scatter seed. So you should have invested my money in the bank, then I would have received my money back with the interest it had gained. Therefore, take away this servant’s money and give it to the one who has ten portions. Those who have done well with what they have shall be given more, so they will have an abundance. But those who have done nothing with what they have, even the little that they have shall be taken away. Now, throw this worthless servant into the place of outer darkness. In that place, there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Application

· The Lord is the only owner. We are His stewards.
· Each person is entrusted with some of the Lord’s possessions.

· We will be held accountable for our stewardship.

· When we understand the character of God, we do not need to be afraid.

· Our faithful stewardship will bring happiness on earth and rewards in heaven.
11. Worship (2:46, 47 - "house to house...with gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God") 

Truths to be taught:


1)  The meaning of worship


2)  Worship in the family


3)  Worship as a body of Christ

(Draw the arrow pointing upward.)

      “This arrow represents your worship which is directed toward God.”
Explanation:

Acts 2:46, 47 - The Growing Disciples were very excited about their new life in Christ. They wanted to meet together every day for fellowship and worship. They went to the Jewish temple to pray, and to witness to the non-believing Jews. They met in each other's homes in small groups for worship. Their worship meetings were full of joy, sincerity of heart, and praise.

1)  The meaning of worship

     To worship God means to praise Him for Who He is and to thank Him for what He has done. 

     In worshiping God we express our love and our devotion to Him. Therefore, true worship
     results in a life lived for the glory of God. The Growing Disciples were worshiping God with 
     “sincerity of heart.”

     Romans 12:1-2 teaches us the true meaning of worship.

· The true motive for worship - "I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God...."
Our motive for worshiping God is love. We love and worship Him because He first loved us and had "mercy" on us.

· The true method of worship - "to present your bodies."  To present something to God means to surrender, yield, and dedicate it to Him. To truly worship God is to surrender yourself to Him completely. As we learned in Lesson number one, you must let Jesus sit on the throne of your heart as Lord and Master. 

· The true result of worship - "a living sacrifice."
· You must voluntarily place your lives on the altar, not as a sacrifice to be killed, but as "a living sacrifice." 

· The life lived for Christ is the true act of worship and the true result of worship. 
"This is your spiritual service of worship." 
2)  Worship in the family

The new Growing Disciples met in each other's homes for group worship, and in doing that, they learned how to have family worship. Children, young people, and adults were present in these times of worship. Believers' families learned how to worship the Lord in their own family in their own home. Of course, family worship is difficult if some members of the family are not yet believers. But when possible, the believers in a family should try to have a regular worship time in the home – Bible study, prayer, singing, discussion.
· Family worship is important because it teaches family members their role in the family (Ephesians 5:22-23;  6:1-4;  Colossians 3:17-21).

· Christ is Lord of the home and Lord of each member of the family.

· The husband should be the spiritual leader of the family (1 Corinthians 11:3).
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· He should lead in the spiritual training of the children.

· The wife should follow the spiritual leadership of the husband under the Lordship of Christ.

· The children should obey and honor the parents under the Lordship of Christ.

· New Testament examples:

· Cornelius called his family and close friends together to hear and receive the gospel (Acts 10:24).

· Aquila and Priscilla worshipped the Lord in their home, and served the Lord through their family (Romans 16:3-5;  Acts 18:24-26).

3)  Worship as a body of Christ

      Those thousands of new believers understood the importance of meeting together in small 
       groups with fellow believers for worship. 

      They understood the command to worship together (Hebrews 10:23-25).

    We should "stimulate one another to love and good deeds," and "encourage one another." 
    We should meet regularly for worship, "not forsaking your own assembling together."    
    What were the worship meetings in the New Testament churches like?

· Worship was centered on God and God's Word. Jesus taught that "true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth" (John 4:23-24).

· Worship was not a list of activities, but a powerful meeting with the living God. 

· In Acts 4:31 the Growing Disciples prayed, and “the place where they had gathered together was shaken.” God did that only one time to give them a physical, visible demonstration of His presence in their worship meeting.

· Jesus taught that "where two or three have gathered together in My name, there I am in their midst" (Matthew 18:20). 

· Their worship meetings were unstructured and informal.

· In Jerusalem, “from house to house they kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ” (Acts 5:42).
· In Troas, “on the first day of the week, when we gathered to break bread, Paul began talking to them” (Acts 20:7).

· Everyone could participate in the worship meeting (1 Corinthians 14:26-33).
· Someone may sing a psalm (v. 26).

· Someone may share an exhortation or encouragement from God's Word 
(v. 26  "a teaching").

· Someone may share an insight or understanding of God's Word 
(v. 26 "a revelation").

· Someone may prophesy (vv. 29-33). To prophesy means to proclaim God's Word. God has already given us His final, complete, perfect Word in Jesus Christ and in the Bible. To prophesy does not mean to teach some new doctrine. To prophesy means to proclaim the doctrine and truths of God from God's Word. 
Every Growing Disciple can prophesy (v. 31 “for you can all prophesy”).
· Worship led to action. True worship always leads to obedient, sacrificial living for Christ (Romans 12:1-2). For example, the church at Antioch was in a worship meeting. When they heard and understood the Lord's instructions they obeyed (Acts 13:1-3).

Memory Verse: "I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship" (Romans 12:1).

Bible Story:  The Missionary Church  (Acts 13:1-4)
Introduction – The church at Antioch was fasting and praying together. They were ready to hear the Lord speak to them.  Barnabas and Saul were among the spiritual leaders in the church.  (Later on, Saul would change his name to Paul). One Sunday, while they were worshipping together, something wonderful happened.
The Story – While the church at Antioch was fasting, praying, and worshipping the Lord together, the Holy Spirit spoke to them. He said, “Dedicate Barnabas and Saul for the missionary work that I have called them to do.”  So, the church fasted and prayed some more. Then they laid hands on Barnabas and Saul, praying for them, and sent them on their way.
Application

· Worship should include praising God, praying to God, and listening to God.
· When a church is praying and seeking the Lord’s will, then He can speak to the church, and they will understand His will.

· When the Lord speaks to the church, they should be so attuned to His leadership that they will obey immediately.

· Worship leads to obedience and action.
12. Witness (2:47 - "having favor with all the people...and the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved") 
Truths to be taught:


1)  The meaning of witness


2)  The command to be a witness


3)  How to tell your personal testimony


4)  How to tell the gospel story

 (Draw the top line completing the mouth. Draw the arrows from the mouth.)

       “The Growing Disciple has an open mouth, because he is constantly talking about Jesus. 
         His witness goes out to everyone.”
Explanation:

Immediately after the 120 disciples in the upper room were baptized with the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit gave all 120 believers the ability to proclaim the mighty deeds of God in the various languages of the multitudes who were listening (Acts 2:5-11).  Jesus had promised them that they would receive power to be His witnesses – “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be My witnesses” (Acts 1:8). As a result of that witness, after Peter's sermon, thousands of new believers received that same baptism of the Holy Spirit and that same power. They, too, began immediately to share with others what had happened in their lives. Every believer was witnessing everywhere they went, and that is why "the Lord was adding to their number day by day" (Acts 2:47).

· “The number of men came to be about five thousand” (Acts 4:4).

· “Multitudes of men and women were constantly added to their number” (Acts 5:14).

·  “And the word of God kept on spreading, and the number of the disciples continued to  
   increase greatly in Jerusalem” (Acts 6:7).

1)  The meaning of witness

      As in a courtroom, a witness is one who tells what he has personally:

· seen 
· heard 
· and experienced. 
So, to witness for Christ means to tell what you have seen and heard and experienced personally with Christ. It means to tell what Jesus has done for you, how He has changed your life, and what He means to you now that you have become His disciple. When Peter and John were arrested and commanded to stop speaking about Jesus, they replied, “We cannot stop speaking what we have seen and heard" (Acts 4:20).

2)  The command to be a witness

· When Jesus first called the four fishermen (Peter, Andrew, James, and John), He told them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men" (Matthew 4:18-22).

· The command of Jesus to His followers after His resurrection was, 
"Go therefore and make disciples of all nations" (Matthew 28:19).

· God's Word commands you to “always be ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15).

3)  How to tell your personal testimony

Your personal testimony is your own story of your experience with Christ. Every Growing Disciple should learn how to tell his personal story in a way that will attract others to Christ.     Your own story can be told in three parts:  Before, How, and After.

· BEFORE you met Christ:
Describe what your life was like before you became a believer. Tell about your family background, your religion, your sins, your search for truth, your spiritual emptiness and hopelessness, your struggle with the decision to become a believer in Christ.   
People who hear your story will identify with some of the experiences of your former life. They will realize that they are in the same situation that you are describing.

· HOW you met Christ:
Describe how it happened. Tell how you first heard the gospel. Tell about the process you went through to come to a point of decision to receive Christ. Explain how you repented of your sins and received forgiveness Explain how you decided to believe in Christ and receive Him into your life as your Lord and Savior. Tell about your baptism as a testimony of your commitment to follow Christ the rest of your life. 

· People who hear your story will understand that if they want this new life in Christ, they must do the same thing you did – believe in Christ, repent of sin, and receive Him as Savior.
· AFTER you met Christ:
Describe what your life has been like since you were born-again. Tell how Christ has changed your life - love, joy, and peace in your heart, victory over sin, purpose in your life, power to overcome problems in your life. Give the glory to Christ for what He has done. Make it clear that these things happened only because of the love and power of Christ. 

· People who hear your story will desire to have the same things happen in their life. The Holy Spirit will use your story to speak to unbelievers, convict them of sin, and convince them of their need for Jesus as Savior. Your story may be used by the Holy Spirit to prepare people to hear and believe the Gospel story.
Practice telling your story. Share your three-point story (Before, How, After) with fellow believers. Practice telling it briefly in just 2-3 minutes. 

Then pray for opportunities to share your testimony - your story of salvation. 

4)  How to tell the gospel story

The word "gospel" means "good news." The gospel of Jesus Christ is the story of Jesus. Paul said, "I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes" (Romans 1:16). When you tell the gospel story of Jesus, the very power of God will work in the hearts of those who hear that story. If they believe that story and receive Christ as Savior, they will have salvation. The gospel story can change people's lives. Learn to tell the story well. The short version could be told in just 1 or 2 minutes. 

The Gospel Story (short version)

For hundreds of years God had promised His people that He would send a Savior to the world. God taught His people to sacrifice a lamb once a year for the forgiveness of sin. About 2000 years ago Jesus Christ, who is eternal God, came to earth to be born as a human baby. When He was about 30 years old He began teaching the people about the love of God and God's plan to save them from their sins. Jesus lived a perfect, sinless life. He performed many miracles. He healed the sick, made the lame to walk, cleansed lepers, and cast demons out of people. He even had power to walk on water, tell a storm to stop, and multiply two fish and five loaves of bread to feed more than 5000 people. By doing these miracles He demonstrated that He could do things that only God can do. Many people began to believe that He was the promised Savior. But the religious leaders did not believe in Him. They made a plan to have Him arrested, put on trial, and condemned to death. Jesus willingly allowed them to do this. They beat Him and nailed Him to a wooded cross to die. As He was hanging on that cross, His life blood was flowing from His body. At that moment God the Father placed all of our sin upon Jesus, and the punishment for our sin fell upon Him. Jesus was the perfect Lamb of God who was sacrificed for the forgiveness of our sin. They buried His body in a tomb. Three days later, on Sunday, the tomb was opened, and Jesus was not there. He had risen! For the next 40 days He appeared many times to His followers to prove to them that He had truly risen from the grave. Then he gathered them and gave them a promise and a command. He promised that He would be with them forever. He commanded them to go all over the world telling the gospel story to everyone. Then He ascended back to heaven. Someday Jesus will return to be our judge. While we are alive, we still have an opportunity to receive Him as personal Lord and Savior.
Memory Verse: "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age"                        (Matthew 28:19-20).

Bible Story:  Paul’s Testimony (Acts 22:3-16)
Introduction – After completing his three missionary journeys, Paul came back to Jerusalem. He had been there about a week when some Jews began to stir up the crowd against him. They began beating Paul, and the Roman soldiers had to come rescue him. They were carrying him away to be questioned, but Paul asked permission to speak to the people in their heart language – Hebrew.

Paul shared his three-part testimony.
The Story – Paul said, “I am one of your fellow citizens. I was born in Tarsus, but I was brought up here in Jerusalem as a student of our great teacher, Gamaliel. I learned the law of God, and I was eager to serve God, just like you are today. In fact, I persecuted the followers of Jesus, putting some to death, and putting some in prison – both men and women. Your religious leaders know this to be true. I had received letters of authority to go to Damascus to arrest the followers of Jesus and bring them back to Jerusalem to be punished. When I got close to Damascus, about noontime, a very bright light suddenly flashed from heaven all around me. I fell to the ground and a voice said to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’ So I answered, ‘Who are You, Lord?’  And He said to me, ’I am Jesus the Nazarene, the One you are persecuting.’ Now those who were with me saw the light, but did not understand the voice of the One who was speaking to me. Then I asked Him, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’  And the Lord said to me, ‘Get up and go to Damascus, and there it will be told to you all the things that you must do.’  I had been blinded by the brightness of that light, so those who were with me had to lead me by hand into Damascus. A man named Ananias lived there. He was a follower of the Law and very respected by everyone. Ananias came and stood beside me and said, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight!’ And immediately I could see! Then he said, ‘The God of our fathers has chosen you to know His will, and to see the Righteous One, and to hear a message from His mouth. You will be a witness for Him to all people, telling what you have seen and heard. Now, don’t wait any longer. Get up and be baptized, calling on His name, that you sins may be washed away.’  When I returned to Jerusalem, I was praying in the temple, and I saw Jesus saying to me, ‘Go! For I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’”
Application

· To witness means to tell what you have experienced with Jesus.
· People can argue about your opinions, but no one can deny your testimony.

· Your testimony should be centered on Jesus.

· God uses your testimony to speak to other people.

· You are the expert in telling your own testimony.
CONCLUSION

Paul told Timothy to disciple believers who would be able to disciple other believers who would be able to disciple other believers (2 Timothy 2:2). This is the principle of teaching spiritual truths to those who will be able to pass them on to other disciples. Remember, discipling new believers means teaching/training them in such a way that they can remember what they learned, put it into practice, and then re-teach those things to other new believers. Discipleship is effective when it is transferrable.
God wants you to be a Growing Disciple.

God wants you to go and make other Growing Disciples, 

who will make other Growing Disciples.
Let's obey the command of the Master Disciple-Maker, our Lord Jesus Christ, Who called us to be His disciples and told us to "Go and make disciples....” 

AIDS IN REMEMBERING THE 12 DYNAMICS

1. The Lordship of Jesus Christ - Jesus on the throne

· Hold up 1 finger

· Jesus is Number 1

· This is the 1st and most important truth

2.  Baptism and filling of the Holy Spirit 

· 2 wings of the dove

· Hold 2 arms out like wings
3. Baptism in water 

· 3 ripples of water in picture

· In name of Father, Son, Holy Spirit

4. Word of God 

· Hold hands as if holding Bible

· 4 corners of the Bible

· 4 Gospels 

5.  Fellowship 

· 5 fingers of hand, holding other hands

· 5 fingers of hand in hand shake

6.  Lord's Supper
· 5 fingers of one hand holding bread, 1 finger of other hand representing wine

· Supper time is around 6 pm

7.  Prayer
· Pray 7 days a week

· 7 is perfect number, prayer is most perfect thing you can do

8.  Obedience
· Two circular feet of Growing Disciple form an 8

9.  Works of God
· 9 naturally follows 8, as the works of God naturally follow obedience

10. Stewardship
· 10 fingers of hands open flat, giving all to God

· Tithe – 10%

11. Worship
· Arms raised in worship form an 11

12. Witness

· 12 Apostles witnessing

USING THIS MANUAL TO TRAIN OTHER DISCIPLES

Look for opportunities to be a disciple maker
· One on one – training one person at a time

· Your own family

· Another family

· Group of several meeting at the church building or a café or a home

Begin with the introductory material and the basic picture of the Growing Disciple.

· This may take more than one session.

· The drawing and the learning of the picture should be fun and interesting. Later on, they will realize how helpful the picture is, and how it reminds them of the spiritual truths.

· Do not show the disciples the completed picture in the beginning. You should have it memorized so you can draw it for them one step at a time.

Adapt and customize your teaching to the spiritual needs and maturity level of the disciples.
· Make it simple and short enough that they can learn it, apply it, and reteach it.

· You do not have to use all of the material in the manual

· You do not have to follow the order of the 12 lessons. The first four lessons are vitally important for the new disciple. Lessons 5-12 could be used in any order, according to the needs of the disciples.
Model a method of disciple-making.
Whatever methods you use in drawing the picture and teaching the 12 Lessons, keep in 

mind that you want your disciples to teach other disciples the same things you are teaching 

them. Model for them a method of discipling that they can imitate as they train others.
Be an effective disciple-maker.

Here are some key words to help you:
1. Simple –         Make your training very simple and basic.

2. Appropriate – Make your training appropriate to the culture.

3. Understand –  Make your training easy for your disciples to understand.

4. Remember –   Make your training easy to remember.

5. Reproduce –   Make your training easy for them to re-teach and train others.

6. Transfer –       Make your training easy for them to train others, who will train others, 

who will train others. 
Remember that your goal is to provide simple and basic teaching about the 12 Lessons. 
You are training "babies" to feed and clothe themselves. You are giving them the beginning of a solid foundation they need for a life-time of growing in Christ.

What to Do When You Meet With Your Disciples
1. Opening prayer - Use the prayer time as an opportunity to train the disciples how to pray.



     Pray about any requests they have.

2. Brief review - Have the disciples give a brief review of the previous lesson and story.
3. Quote memory verses - Each of you should be able to quote the previous memory verses.

4. Reports/Testimonies of re-teaching - Lead the disciples to report how they have: 
· Applied the previous lesson in their own life 
· Retaught this lesson to someone else 
· Told the story to someone

5. One of the 12 Lessons
· New Lesson - Explain and lead a discussion of the new lesson being taught, including the new part of the picture. 
· Bible Story - Teach the Bible story for that lesson. 

· You tell the story (maybe two times)

· Lead the disciples in retelling the story by using phrases like “What did he say?” and  “What happened next?”

· Have each disciple tell the story, with the help of others, if needed.

· Application - Discuss how this lesson can be applied in life. 

· Memory Verse - Memorize the memory verse.

6. Practice re-teaching - Have the disciples give a brief review of the new lesson you have just taught. Remember, if they cannot do this, then they have not learned properly, and you have not taught properly.

7. Closing prayer - Pray for the Lord's help to put into practice the things learned in this     session, and for opportunities to re-teach these things to others.

In summary:

1) Review

2) Reports

3) New Lesson

4) Practice re-teaching
   Go and make disciples of all people groups!
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