The Growing Disciple for Kids
Story #3: Baptism

You will need:
· Wolof New Testaments for those who can read (2 students can share each one)
· Chalk for the chalkboard
· A pencil for each student
· A blank half sheet of white paper for each student
· 3 Playmobil people from the Christmas set (Black king = Ethiopian, Philippe, and a driver) and the camel to pull the chariot
· Make and bring a simple Lego chariot
· a bowl of water to baptize the Ethiopian in
· Tiny book for the Ethiopian to read - make from paper
· Candy for review questions
· Optional: a few prizes, names on slips of paper, and a hat

Open in prayer. 

Advance Organizer:
Ask who can recite Matthew 28:18-20?  Yeesu jegesi ne léen: « Sañ-sañ bépp, jox nañu ma ko ci kaw ak ci suuf. Demleen nag sàkk ay taalibe ci xeet yépp, sóob léen ci ndox ci turu Baay bi ak Doom ji ak Xel mu Sell mi; ngeen jàngal léen, ñuy sàmm lépp li ma leen sant. Maa ngi ànd ak yéen bés bu nekk, ba kera àddina di tukki. »
Say, Today we are going to talk about baptism and someone is going to be baptised in water. (Say it in a funny way - because you are kind of joking since you are going to "baptise" a Playmobil person.)
Hand out the Bibles.

Bible Teaching:
Have them turn to Acts 8:25-39, the story of Philip and the Ethiopian. When they have all found the passage in their Bibles, you read it aloud while they follow along.

Truths to be taught:
	1) The meaning of baptism
	2) The importance of baptism
	3) Preparation for baptism
1)  The meaning of baptism - Soob ci ndox, lan lay tekki?
· "Baptism" just means "immersion" - to be submerged under water. 
· Baptism is a physical illustration of the spiritual new birth.  It symbolizes the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and of the new believer. Jesus died, was buried, and rose again. The believer has died to sin, his old life has been buried, and he has risen to new life in Christ.
· Baptism is a testimony. By being baptized, the new believer is giving a testimony to the world that he has experienced the new birth in Christ, and that he intends to live for Christ.
· By being baptized, the new believer identifies himself with Christ, and identifies himself as a follower of Christ.

Read Acts 16:14,15 and note that Lydia was a woman, and she influenced her household. Men and women who believe are baptized. The Ethiopian was a black man, Philip was a Jew... toubab, black, white, Arab, Chinese, all who believe in Jesus are baptized, regardless of color or nationality.

2)  The importance of baptism - Soob ci ndox, lu tax mu am solo?
· Jesus Christ was baptized. He set the example for those who decide to be His followers.
· Jesus Christ commanded His followers to be baptized (Matthew 28:18-20). Baptism is not a requirement for salvation, but baptism is a requirement for continued Christian growth, because it is the first act of obedience after accepting Christ as Lord and Savior.
· In the book of Acts, after the coming of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the New Testament church, every born-again believer was baptized.

3)  Preparation for baptism - Ku bëgg soobu ci ndox, lan la wara def?
Who can recite Jëf Ya 2:38? Piyeer ne leen: « Tuubleen seeni bàkkaar, te kenn ku nekk ci yéen, ñu sóob ko ci ndox ci turu Yeesu Kirist. Noonu Yàlla dina leen baal seeni bàkkaar te may leen Xel mu Sell mi. » 
Peter told the people to "repent" (tuub). Repent means to turn away from your old way of life and your former religion, and turn to Christ for salvation. A new believer's baptism is his testimony to the world that he has forsaken his former religion and old way of life to follow Christ. Believers who want to be baptized should remove all objects in and around their houses and on their bodies that involve worshiping and appeasing idols. For some believers this may mean disposing of idols, amulets, books, altars, spirit objects, pictures, charms, and any object that does not honor Christ. Practices, rituals, ceremonies, and superstitions of their former religion should also be forsaken. The new believers in Ephesus are a good example. They confessed and turned away from their evil practices, and they burned the objects of magic which they had formerly used. Read Acts 19:18-20:
18  Bi loolu amee ñu bare ci ñi gëm ñëw, di wesar ci kanam ñépp seeni jati luxus.
19  Te ñu bare ci ñi daan luxus, indi seeni téere, lakk léen ci kanam ñépp. Te bi ñu xaymaa njég la, mu tollook juróom fukki junniy poseti daraxma.
20  Noonu la kàddu Boroom bi lawe, te not lépp.

Activity:
Using the Playmobil people and the Lego chariot, act out the story of Philippe baptizing the Ethiopian. Fill the bowl with water and act out the baptism putting them in the water and saying, in the name of the Father, the Son, etc.
Growing Disciple:

Who can draw The Growing Disciple (Taalibe Kuy Sax)? Have a volunteer come up and draw it on the board. Then ask, what do we draw in the Disciple's heart? Choose someone to come draw the throne and the cross and explain what they mean. Use this time to review. Ask what else we draw inside the heart? Another child can come draw the dove and explain that it represents the Holy Spirit. Review the 9 fruits of the Spirit: mbëggeel, mbég, jàmm, muñ, laabiir, mbaax, kóllëre, lewetaay, ak maandute

Say, "Today, we are going to add the waters of baptism." Draw the water. 

Now it is your turn to draw the Growing Disciple!

Collect the Bibles. Hand out the half sheets of paper and pencils and have each student draw the Taalibey Kuy Sax including the waters of baptism.

Review Questions:
Ask these questions, giving a candy for each correct answer, if you like. Ask the easier questions of the younger kids.

1. (Point to the drawing and ask, kii, nu mu tudd?) [Taalibe Yeesu kuy Sax]
2. Lii lan la? (point to the water) [ndox] 
3. Ndox mi, lan lay firndeel? [Taalibe Yeesu dafay soobu ci ndox]
4. Soob ci ndox, lan lay tekki? [multiple possible answers]
5. Naka lanu xam ne war nanu soobu ci ndox? [Yeesu moo ko def te moo nu wax nu def ko, te gis nanu ci Injiil ne képp ku gëm Yeesu soobu woon na ci ndox]
6. Ku bëgga soobu ci ndox, lan la wara def? [tuub, sànni xërëm yi]
7. Nungi soobu taalibe Yeesu yi ci turu... kan? [Baay bi, Doom ji Yeesu Krist, ak Xell mu Sell mi]
8. Kan moo mëna soobu ci ndox? [képp ku gëm Yeesu - explain that in this church we wait until the person is an adult, a majeur]
9. Ndax soobu ci ndox mooy musal nit ki? [déedéet! Yeesu moo nu musal]
10. If you have little kids who haven't gotten a candy yet, you can ask them, Ndax nit ku ñul mëna soobu ci ndox? waaw waaw! Ndax jigéen mën nanu soobu ci ndox? waaw waaw! etc. Chinois, toubab, naar, Bambara, Wolof

Closing song:
Sing, "Allelu, allelu, allelu, alleluya! Santleen Yeesu!" (In English, it is Allelu,...., Praise Ye the Lord!) After they get the tune, assign half of the group to stand and sing the "allelu's" and the other half to stand and sing the "Santleen Yeesu's". Start slow, and go faster and faster. 

Optional:
Put all the children's names on separate slips of paper and put them in a hat or bucket. Have a volunteer close his eyes and draw one name. This person wins the day's prize! S/he can choose which prize s/he wants. Do this every week.

