The Growing Disciple for Kids
Story #13:  Signs and Wonders (Kéemaan yi ak Firnde yi) 

You will need:
· Wolof New Testaments for those who can read (2 students can share)
· Chalk for the chalkboard
· A full sheet of paper for each student
· Two stamp ink pads 
· A pencil to write their names on their papers
· Props for your magic trick/s: a 100-franc coin, a bent 100-franc coin, and two elastic bands
· Optional: door prizes 
· Optional: candy

Start with drawing a name for a door prize. Eventually every student should win once.

Advance Organizer:  Show the kids a simple magic trick or two. I learned these two easy ones:

Coin Bend Trick: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6SxOBAmsAeQ
Escape from Rubber Band Cuffs Trick: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WlVhi2eiERo

Then show them how you did the trick/s. Say that you tricked them - you didn't really do a miracle. But God can really do miracles. Today we are going to learn about how God works miracles and does signs, why He does them, and how you can tell if something is a true miracle from God or not.

Open in prayer. 

Hand out the Bibles. 

1. Works of God 

Invite two volunteers to come to the board and draw the Growing Disciple. Make sure both are correct. Then point to the eight elements in the following order and recite the following eight points before teaching the 9th:
1.  Lordship of Jesus Christ - 	Yeesu mooy Buur bi ak Boroom bi.
2.  Filling of the Holy Spirit - 	Ku ko gëm daay fes ak Xel mu Sell mi
3.  Baptism in water - 		te muy sóobu ci ndox					 
4.  Word of God - 		di jàng Kàddug Yàlla.
5.  Fellowship - 			Dafay bokk ci mboloom Yeesu			
6.  Lord's Supper - 		ak ci Réeru Boroom bi.
7.  Prayer - 			Dafay ñaan saa yu nekk
8.  Obedience - 			di dox ci dèggal Yàlla.
9. Signs and wonders - 		Fépp fu mu dem, day bàyyi ci ginaawam ay màndargawu liggéeyu Yàlla

Draw the 3 footprints. Explain that as a person walks he leaves footprints behind him on the ground. This illustrates the life of a Growing Disciple. As he walks in obedience to Christ, everywhere he goes, God works through him, and he leaves behind him the footprints of the works of God.
Explanation:  The gospel message of salvation was introduced in Jerusalem, and God performed miracles to demonstrate the truth and the power of that message. God performed His works through these Growing Disciples. People saw what God could do, and as a result they believed in the truth of the gospel. 
Read Acts 2:41-43 - So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls. And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 
Ñi nangu ay waxam nag, ñu sóob léen ci ndox, te ca bés booba lu mat limub ñetti junniy nit yokku nañu ci ñoom.
Ñoom nag ñuy wéy ci njànglem ndaw yi ak cig bokk, ci damm mburu ak ñaan ci Yàlla.
Ragal jàpp ñépp, te ndaw yi di def ay kéemaan ak ay firnde yu bare.

1)  The meaning of the works of God
· God can do things that are impossible for man to do Mark 10:27 Jesus looked at them and said, "With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God." Noonu Yeesu xool léen naan: « Loolu të na nit, waaye tëwul Yàlla; Yàlla man na lépp. Who can give me some examples of things that God has done that are impossible for man? (examples: through Moses God parted the Red Sea, He brought Jesus back from the dead)
· Miracles, signs, and wonders are works that God does to prove His truth and His power. Jesus performed many miracles during His 3 ½ years of public ministry. By doing these miracles Jesus demonstrated to the people that His works were the works of God. By doing these things that only God can do, Jesus gave proof that He was from God. Who can give me examples of miracles that Jesus did? (examples: healed a blind man, cast out demons, walked on water, etc.)

2)  The true test of the works of God
Jesus warned His followers to beware of false prophets and false miracle workers. Kind of like my magic trick, there are people who try to trick others into thinking they are from God or have power. Sometimes it is just a trick, and sometimes they have power from Satan.
 
Read Matthew 7:15-23 "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit.
A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit.
Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.
On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?' And then will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.'
« Moytuleen ñi mbubboo turu yonent. Dañuy ñëw ci yéen, yor melow xar, waaye ci biir ay bukki yu soxor lañu. Dingeen léen xàmmee ci seeni jëf. Ndax dees na witte reseñ ci dédd, walla figg ci xaaxaam?
Noonu garab gu baax gu nekk dina meññ doom yu neex, waaye garab gu bon dina meññ doom yu bon.
Garab gu baax manula meññ doom yu bon, naka itam garab gu bon manula meññ doom yu neex.
Garab gu nekk gu dul meññ doom yu neex, dees na ko gor, sànni ko ca sawara sa.
Ci seeni jëf nag ngeen léen di xàmmee. « Du képp ku may wax: “Boroom bi, Boroom bi,” mooy dugg ca nguuru Yàlla Aji Kawe ji; ka cay dugg mooy kiy def sama coobarey Baay, bi nekk ci kaw.
Bu bés baa, ñu bare dinañu ma wax: “Boroom bi, Boroom bi, ndax du ci saw tur lanu daa waxe ci kàddug Yàlla? Ndax du ci saw tur lanu daa dàqe ay rab? Ndax du ci saw tur lanu daa defe ay kéemaan yu bare?”
Ci kaw loolu dinaa léen wax dëgg ne léen: “Masuma leena xam; soreleen ma, yéen ñiy def bàkkaar.”

So, if some people do miracles and wonders and they are not from God, how can we know who is from God? 

In the very first miracle of God recorded after the day of Pentecost, we can learn the true tests of the works of God. Let me read to you the story of the healing of the lame beggar in Acts 3:1 -- 4:4.

This miracle was from God. What do we see? Write on the board three bullet points: When God performs a work (Su Yàlla defee kéemaan/firnde):
· God's work brings glory to God. (day tax ñéppay màggal Yàlla). The man who was healed immediately began praising God.  The people were "filled with wonder and amazement" at the power of God (Acts 3:8-10), and they all were "glorifying God for what had happened" (Acts 4:21).
· God's work prepares people to hear the gospel. (day wàjjal xolu ñit ngir déglu Xibaaru jàmm) When the people saw the power of God, they were ready to hear the truth of God. Peter took that opportunity to preach the gospel (Acts 3:11-26).
· God's work leads people to receive Christ as Savior. (dina tax ñit nangu Yeesu) Peter's sermon was interrupted by the religious leaders, but "many of those who heard the message believed" (Acts 4:1-4).

Note that if a sign or miracle doesn't have these effects, it is not from God.
3)  The works of God in the Book of Acts                                                                                     
The apostles and other Growing Disciples took the gospel to new places, where people had never heard of Jesus Christ. Many times God performed miracles to introduce the truth and the power of the gospel.
Philip took the gospel message to Samaria. God performed miracles through Philip, and the people gave attention to the gospel. Read Acts 8:4-8 Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ.  And the crowds with one accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip when they heard him and saw the signs that he did. For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who had them, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. So there was much joy in that city. 
Ñi tasaaroo nag dem fu nekk, di fa xamle xibaaru jàmm bu kàddug Yàlla. Naka Filib mu dem ca benn dëkk ca Samari, di léen yégal Kirist. Bi ko mbooloo mi déggee te gis kéemaan yi muy def, ñu bokk benn xalaat, fekki ko ci li mu wax. Ndaxte ay rab yu bon bàyyi nañu nit ñu bare, ña ñu jàppoon, di yuuxu ci kaw; te ñu bare ñu làggi ak ñu lafañ daldi wér. Noonu mbég mu réy tàbbi ca dëkk ba.

Do you notice the signs that these works were from God?

How about in this story? Paul and Barnabas took the gospel message to Cyprus. God performed a miracle through Paul, and the leading government official believed in Christ. Read Acts 13:4-12: So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus. When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews. And they had John to assist them. When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they came upon a certain magician, a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus. He was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence, who summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God. But Elymas the magician (for that is the meaning of his name) opposed them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith. But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him and said, "You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? 
And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be blind and unable to see the sun for a time." Immediately mist and darkness fell upon him, and he went about seeking people to lead him by the hand. 
Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had occurred, for he was astonished at the teaching of the Lord.
4  Noonu Xel mu Sell mi yónni léen. Ñu dem nag ci dëkku Selusi, dugg fa gaal, jëm ci dun bu ñuy wax Sipar.
5  Bi ñu teeree ca dëkku Salamin nag, ñu yégle fa kàddug Yàlla ca jàngub Yawut ya. Ku tudd Yowaana ànd ak ñoom, di léen jàpple ci liggéey bi.
6  Noonu ñu jaar ci dun bépp, ba egg dëkku Pafos. Foofa ñu gis luxuskat bu tudd Bar-Yeesu, di Yawut bu mbubboo turu yonent.
7  Mu bokk ci gàngooru boroom réew ma tudd Sersiyus Poolus, di nit ku neex xel. Moom nag mu woolu Barnabas ak Sóol, ngir bëgga dégg kàddug Yàlla.
8  Waaye Elimas, boroom xam-xam bu ñuul bi  — ndaxte loolu la turam di tekki —  di léen dogale, ngir bañ boroom réew ma gëm.
9  Ci kaw loolu Sóol, mi tudd it Pool, daldi fees ak Xel mu Sell mi; mu xool ko jàkk,
10  ne ko: « Yaw mi fees ak fen ak lu bon, di doomu Ibliis, tey noonu lépp lu jub, ndax doo bàyyee dëngal yoon yu jub yu Boroom bi?
11  Léegi loxob Boroom bi dina dal sa kaw, te dinga gumba, ba dootuloo gis jant bi ab diir. » Ca saa sa nag ay bëtam muuru, mu daldi tàbbi cig lëndëm, muy làmbatu, di wut ku ko wommat.
12  Ba boroom réew ma gisee li xew nag, mu daldi gëm, di yéemu ci yoonu Boroom bi.

So how about in this story? What happens that shows you this miracle is from God? [God is glorified, the Gospel is preached, someone believes in Jesus]

· There are other examples in Acts where God used miracles to introduce the message of the Gospel to a new place.
· But there are just as many examples in Acts of the gospel being taken to a new place, and God did not perform miracles. The miracles are not necessary. The proclamation of the gospel is necessary. 

4)  The works of God today
· The greatest miracle of God is the new birth in the life of an individual. When a lost sinner who has no righteousness of his own, repents and receives Christ, he is born-again. He becomes a new creation in Christ. His sins are forgiven and taken away, and he has a new life. This is God’s greatest work! The new birth, the new creation - that is what God wants all people of all nations to experience 
· God wants His Growing Disciples to be involved in this great work. When we share the gospel message of salvation, and people believe and receive Christ, that is the most important work in the world 
· When the Growing Disciple takes the gospel to new places, God may or may not perform miracles to accompany the message. That decision is God's decision. Our emphasis should be on proclaiming the gospel, not on performing miracles.

5)  The works of God in His church
As the gospel was spreading and "taking root" in new places, God often performed His signs, wonders, and miracles to validate and prove the power of the gospel. But at the same time God was doing works in and through the lives of the Growing Disciples that would not be considered miracles. God was doing acts of ministry through these new believers to teach His people that everyone must be involved in Kingdom work. 
The Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts to every believer. These spiritual gifts are God-given abilities to be used in serving the Lord. Yàlla dafay maay taalibe ku nekk liggéey lu mu mëna def. Ki, Yàlla mën na maay mu waare, ka, mu maay ko mu mëna dimbali ñit ni, kooku mu maay ko mu mëna wéral ñit ni, keeneen, mu maay ko mëna jàngale. Ku nekk ak sa mayu Yàlla. 
Lastly, I am going to read a passage that tells why God created us, what He wants us to do. I'll read it then you tell me what it says is our purpose. Read Eph. 2:8-10 Ndaxte jëfu Yàlla lanu; moo nu bind ci Kirist Yeesu, ngir nu wéy ci jëf yu rafet, yi mu nu fàgguloon ca njàlbéen ga. After we are saved, our purpose on earth is to do "good works" for the glory of God. We were "created in Christ Jesus for good works"
Therefore, every Growing Disciple should be involved in some type of ministry, using his spiritual gifts. Today God does His works through His people using the spiritual gifts He has given them. 

Point to the picture again and show that the disciple who is walking in obedience leaves behind him the footprints of the works of God. God does His work through His disciples who are growing. You should leave footprints behind you that show God's work through your life.

Review with these questions (You can give candy for correct answers):
1. Fépp fu mu dem, taalibe Yeesu, day bàyyi ci ginaawam... [ay màndargawu liggéeyu Yàlla]
2. Acts 2:41-43 says, Ñi nangu ay waxam nag, ñu sóob léen ci ndox, te ca bés booba lu mat limub ñetti junniy nit yokku nañu ci ñoom. Ñoom nag ñuy wéy ci njànglem ndaw yi ak cig bokk, ci damm mburu ak ñaan ci Yàlla. Ragal jàpp ñépp, te ndaw yi di def ay... [kéemaan ak ay firnde yu bare.] 
3. Mark 10:27 says, "Noonu Yeesu xool léen naan: « Loolu të na nit, waaye..." [tëwul Yàlla; Yàlla man na lépp.]
4. Fill in the blanks: Matthew 7:15 says « Moytuleen ñi [mbubboo turu yonent]. Dañuy ñëw ci yéen, yor melow [xar], waaye ci biir ay [bukki yu soxor lañu]. Dingeen léen xàmmee ci [seeni jëf].
5. Su Yàlla defee kéemaan walla firnde, lan la indi? 3 choses: ñéppay màggal Yàlla, day wàjjal xolu ñit ngir déglu Xibaaru jàmm, te dina tax ñit nangu Yeesu
6. Est-ce que Yàlla dafay def ay kéeman saa su ñu ko ñaanee? [déedéet]
7. Lan mooy kéemaan bu gëna màgg bi Yàlla def? [musal nit]
8. Eph. 2:8-10 says, "Ndaxte jëfu Yàlla lanu; moo nu bind ci Kirist Yeesu, ngir nu... [wéy ci jëf yu rafet, yi mu nu fàgguloon ca njàlbéen ga.]
9. Ndax jëf yu rafet yu taalibe Yeesu wara def, toujours ay kéemaan la? [déedéet - mën na nekk dimbali nit ni, walla jàngale, wàlla waare...]

Prayer:
Close in prayer. Have students ask God to work through us, showing His power and truth to others through us. 

Activity: 
Make footprint tracks

Help each child make a trail of footprints across a piece of paper by pressing the flat bottom side of his or her fist onto an inkpad and then pressing it onto the bottom corner of a piece of paper. Do the same with the other hand and alternate "steps" across the long side of the page. You will be able to fit about four or five footprints diagonally across the page. Then push the child's thumb onto the ink pad and help him use it to make an impression of each foot's big toe. Use a smaller finger to do the rest of the toes. If you've never seen this, you can get an idea of how to do it by looking at Method One here: http://www.wikihow.com/Make-Leprechaun-Footprints  although an ink pad is much less messy than paint and you can choose any color and ignore the leprechaun touches. 
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