The Growing Disciple for Kids
Story #9:  Prayer (Ñaan)

You will need:
· Wolof New Testaments for those who can read (2 students can share each one)
· Chalk for the chalkboard
· Half sheet of paper and a pencil for each student
· Half or quarter sheet of paper printed with dots for the Dot Game for each pair of students. You might want to bring extras too.
· Optional: a few door prizes, names on slips of paper, and a hat or big cup (for prizes, I have an assortment, like a 100CFA packet of milk, a cool pencil, a small notebook, a set of colored pencils and a box of 4 crayons; as prizes are taken, I restock so there are always about 5 things to chose from) 
· Optional: candy to give out to those who are first to find a verse and/or other prizes for the game

Start with drawing a name for a door prize. Eventually every student should win once.

Open in prayer. 

Hand out the Bibles. See who brought their own Bible and bookmark.

Bible Teaching:

(Note: each time a Scripture reference is listed here, have the students race to see who can find the passage first. Whoever finds it should start reading it out loud. If you want, you can give a piece of candy to the one who finds the passage first. Then you should read the Scripture slowly and clearly.)

1. Prayer (2:42 - "devoting themselves to…prayer")

Truths to be taught:
Today:
	1)  The meaning of prayer
	2)  The main purpose of prayer
	3)  Types of prayer
---------------------------------------------------------------
Next week:	
	4)  How to pray properly
	5)  The prayer life of a Growing Disciple

The Growing Disciple: Have different students volunteer to come up to the board to draw the different elements of the drawing that we have learned so far. Then you draw the arrow which points both up and down. 
Explain that the arrow is going in both directions to illustrate that prayer is a two-way communication between the Growing Disciple and God. Then say that we are going to learn about prayer today.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]
1)  The meaning of prayer - Lan mooy ñaan?
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Prayer is communication with God. (Ñaan mooy jokoo ak Yàlla.) It means to have a conversation with God. In a conversation you speak to a person, and you listen to that person speak. It is a two-way communication. Learning to speak to God is not difficult. But many people have not learned how to listen to God. God speaks to us in many ways - through His Word, through sermons, through advice from fellow believers, through the events in our life, and sometimes in dreams and visions. 
Write list on board the ways God talks to us:
· Bible bi
· Église bi
· Yeneen taalibe yi
· Li xëw ci sunu dund
· Des fois, ci ay gént ak ay peeñu

God also wants to speak to us in our hearts when we pray to Him. It takes time, concentration, and patience on our part to listen to God. The Growing Disciple needs to learn both how to talk to God and how to listen to God in prayer. We should also remember that God will never say anything or reveal anything to us that is in contradiction to His Word, the Bible.

2)  The main purpose of prayer - Lu tax ñuy ñaan?
The main purpose of prayer is to have fellowship with God. As the Growing Disciple learns to fellowship with God in prayer and Bible study, he draws closer to God, gets to know God better, and understands God's will for his life. (Ngir gëna xam Yàlla, di ko gëna jege. Ngir sunu diggante ak moom gëna xoot. Ngir gëna bókk ak Yàlla di dégg coobareem.

Ask "Ci sa xalaat, lu tax ñit ñi di ñaan?" (Why do you think people pray?")
  
Some may answer, "I pray so I can receive God's blessings," or "I pray for God to give me the things I need and want," or "I pray for good health."   
For many people, the main purpose of prayer is to get things from God. Yes, indeed, God teaches us in His Word to bring our requests and our needs to Him in prayer (Matthew 6:11; Philippians 4:6). But there is something more important than that. Let's read three verses and see if you can tell me what it is:
Read 1 Chronicles 16:11 1 (in Wolof this book is called Benn Jaar-jaar Ya - in French 1 Chroniques) Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually! Sàkkuleen Aji Sax, di sës ci kàttanam. Saxooleen koo wut! 
and Psalm/Saboor 105:4 says the same thing: Gëstuleen Aji Sax jeek dooleem, di ko sàkku saa su ne.
Now how them search for James 4:8 and have a volunteer read the first sentence out loud. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Jegeleen Yàlla, mu jege leen. 
So, did you hear what all three of these verses are saying we do through prayer? We "draw near to God" in prayer, and He "draws near" to us. We pray to spend time in sweet fellowship with God in prayer - worshiping, praising, and thanking Him, and listening to His voice as He speaks to us through His Word and in our hearts. 
Let us "seek God's face," which means to desire His presence, rather than seek His hand, which means to desire what He can do for us or give to us.

Okay, so that's the most important thing we do when we pray. Let's make a list of all the things we can do in prayer. We'll start with that one:
· Jege Yàlla (or sàkku Yàlla - to seek God)
3)  Types of prayer
Now let's read some more verses about prayer, or verses that are prayers, and see what other kinds of prayer we find. We'll add each one to the list. Note that a lot of the Psalms are prayers between David and God.
Read Psalm 32:5-6a - I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD," and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found...
Saboor 32:5-6a - Ma xamal la ne moy naa, làqatuma la sama ñaawtéef. Ma ne: « Naa àgge Aji Sax ji sama bàkkaar. » Yaw nga baal ma peyug tooñ. Nii, kuy aji gëm, na la ni ñaane, ba ñaan jotee. 
What should we add to our list? What is the pray-er doing in this prayer? 
· Baalu 
There are a few in this next prayer. Psalm 143:8-11 Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love, for in you I trust. Make me know the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul. Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! I have fled to you for refuge. Teach me to do your will, for you are my God! Let your good Spirit lead me on level ground! 

Saboor 143:8-11 Xëye ma sa ngor, yaw laa wóolu; xamal ma fu may doxe, yaw laa wékk sama bakkan. Aji Sax ji, musal ma ci noon yi, yaw laa làqoo. Jàngal ma, ma jëfe sa coobare; yaa di sama Yàlla. Yal na ma sam xel jiitee mbaax ci yoon wu tàlli.

· Laaj ndimbal
· Laaj xam-xam
· Yàlla woon ñu yoon wi ak coobareem

Once Jesus' disciples asked him to teach them to pray. Do you remember what Jesus said?
Read Matthew 6:9-13 Pray then like this: "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Yéen nag nii ngeen wara ñaane: “Sunu Baay bi nekk ci kaw, yal na sa tur di lu ñu sellal, yal na sa nguur ñëw, yal na sa coobare am ci suuf mel ni ci kaw. Yal nanga nu may tey li nu dunde; te baal nu sunuy tooñ, ni nu baale ñi nu tooñ; Yàlla boo nu teg ci yoonu nattu, waaye yal nanga nu musal ci lu bon. Ndaxte yaw yaa yelloo nguur ak kàttan ak màggaay, ba fàww. Amiin.”

You can stop and sing the song "Cey sama Baay, bi ci asamaan" which is the Lord's prayer in Wolof. Then see what is already on the list and what needs to be added.

· Cant
· Musal nu ci nattu ak ci lu bon

Next have them look up Ephesians 5:20 Give thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Gërëmleen Yàlla Baay bi ci turu Yeesu Kirist Boroom bi, fu ngeen mana tollu, ci lu mu mana doon.
· Gërëm Yàlla
James 5:13-16  Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. 
Saak 5:13-16 Su amee ci yéen ku nekk ci tiis, na ñaan ci Yàlla. Ku nekk ci mbég, na sant Yàlla ciy woy. Su amee ci yéen ku wopp, na woo njiiti mbooloo mi, ñu ñaanal ko te diw boppam ci turu Boroom bi. Ñaan gu ànd ak ngëm dina musal ki wopp, ba Boroom bi yékkati ko. Su ko fekkoon ak i bàkkaar sax, Yàlla dina ko baal. Kon nag waxanteleen seeni bàkkaar tey ñaanalante, ngir ngeen wér. Ñaanu aji jub gu dëggu, dooleem amul kem.
· Yàlla wéral la
Rom 10:1  Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved.
Bokk yi, sama coobarey xol ci bànni Israyil ak sama ñaan ci Yàlla, mooy ñu mucc. 
· Ñeneen ñi mucc
Review:  Split into two teams. Give each team a piece of paper and a  pencil. Have them write their answers down. Give a point for each correct answer. Be sure to erase the board first! You may want to give prizes to the winning team.
1. Liimleen naka la Yàlla di jokoo ak ñit ñi (5 possible points): 
· Bible bi
· Église bi
· Taalibe yi
· Xëw
· Gént walla peeñu
2. Lu tax ñuy ñaan? (10 possible points):
· Jege Yàlla (or sàkku Yàlla)
· Baalu
· Laaj ndimbal
· Laaj xam-xam
· Yàlla woon ñu yoon wi ak coobareem
· Cant
· Musal nu ci nattu ak ci lu bon
· Gërëm Yàlla
· Yàlla wéral la
· Ñeneen ñi mucc
Game: Dot to Dot. First teach them how to play on the board. Two players alternate taking turns drawing one line to connect any two dots that aren't already connected. If you form a square, you get to mark your first initial in that square which means that you "own" it. When all the dots are connected, you see who owns the most boxes - that person wins. You can hand out half or quarter sheets of paper  (and pencils) printed with columns and rows of dots evenly spaced and have the students pair off and play.
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