The Growing Disciple for Kids
Story #4:  The Word of God (Part 1)

You will need:
· Wolof New Testaments for those who can read (2 students can share each one)
· Chalk for the chalkboard
· A pencil for each student
· A blank half sheet of white paper for each student
· A Bible bookmark for each student, printed out and cut out 
· crayons
· Candy for review questions (optional)
· Optional: a few prizes, names on slips of paper, and a hat

Open in prayer. 

Hand out the Bibles.

Bible Teaching:  

The Hand Illustration
The Growing Disciple must learn to “hide” (keep) or "store up" God’s Word in his heart. Read Psalm 119:11 Sama xol laa làq say wax, ngir bañ laa moy.
In order for this to happen, the Growing disciple must learn to do five things with the Word of God. These five things can be illustrated by the fingers of the hand. 
· The little finger represents hearing the Word of God. (Faaw ñu dégg Kàddug Yàlla.)
Have them look up Romans 10:17  Kon boog ngëm ci kaw dégg lay juddoo, te dégg sosoo ci xibaaru Kirist.

It is important that we hear God's Word read to us and explained to us. However, this is not enough. Have one student try holding the Bible with only the little finger, not using the thumb or palm of the hand. That is impossible. You can easily take it away from him. If we only hear God’s Word, we cannot hide God’s Word in our heart.

· The ring finger represents reading the Word of God (Faaw ñu jàng Kàddug Yàlla.)
Have them find 1 Timothy 4:13   Li feek may dikk, saxal ci jàng di biral Mbind mi ci mbooloo mi, di léen dénk ak a jàngal. 

It is important that we read God's Word every day. Ask those who have a Bible to raise their hand. Ask if any of them read their Bibles regularly? Every day? Encourage them to read it every morning and every evening. Even if it is just one verse. Pick one book, maybe start at the beginning with Matthew...
  
But hearing and reading God’s Word is not enough. Have another student try holding the Bible with only those two fingers. It is almost impossible and can easily be taken away. If we only hear and read God’s Word, we cannot “hide” it in our heart.
· The middle finger represents studying/examining the Word of God (Faaw ñu niir Kàddug Yàlla.)
Have them find Acts 17:11  Fekk ña fa nekk ñoo gëna am ay teggin waa Tesalonig, ndaxte nangu nañu kàddu ga te sawar ca, di niir Mbind mi bés bu nekk, ba xam ndax loolu dëgg la am déet.
 
The people of Thessalonica studied/examined God's Word every day. It is important that we sawar ci (take seriously, strive to) study God's Word privately, with our family, and in small groups regularly. Studying means to search for the meaning, to "dig deeper" into the passage, to try to understand the verses we are studying. What if you don't understand what you read? [They can ask someone to explain it.]
But hearing, reading, and studying God’s Word is not enough. Have another student try holding the Bible with only those three fingers. It is possible, but very difficult and you can easily take it away from her. If we only hear, read, and study God’s Word, we cannot fully “hide” it in our heart.
· The index (pointer) finger represents meditating on/remember the Word of God (Faaw ñu riim di fattaliku Kàddug Yàlla.)
You read Joshua 1:8  Bu téereb yoon wii sore mukk sa gémmiñ, waaye dee ko riim guddi ak bëccëg, ngir sax ci jëfe lépp li ñu ci bind. Noonu looy sabablu dina àntu, te dinga am ndam ci looy def. 

It is important that we meditate on the verses which we hear, read, and study. Meditation means to think about and reflect on the verses. It is like chewing up food very thoroughly before swallowing. Talk about the value of memorizing Scripture. Only if you memorize Scripture can you meditate on it day and night.  

Have another student try holding the Bible with just those four fingers. It is possible, but still difficult and you can easily snatch it away. Hearing, reading, studying and meditating on God’s word is not enough. If we only hear, read, study, and meditate on God’s Word we cannot “hide” it in our heart.
· The thumb represents applying, obeying and living the Word of God (Faaw ñu jëfe Kàddug Yàlla.)
Have them look up James 1:22  Buleen yem ci déglu kàddu gi rekk, di nax seen bopp; waaye jëfeleen ko.

Living and obeying God’s Word should be the result of our hearing, reading, studying, meditating on, and memorizing God’s Word. (jëfe ko mooy ñu gëm ko, déggal ko, ñu dunde ni mu waxe, def li mu sant...) We must apply what we learn from the Bible into our lives personally. When God gives us knowledge and understanding of the truths in His Word, then we must obey and put into practice those things we have learned.  Only then will we truly “hide” God’s Word in our heart.
Now have a student take a firm grasp of the Bible with all five fingers. Try to pull the Bible out of his hand. It is impossible! This illustrates that when we hear, read, study, meditate on, memorize, and obey God’s Word, then Satan cannot take God’s Word out of our heart. We have properly “hidden” God’s Word in our heart.
(As you explain what each finger of the hand represents, you can show how easy it is to "snatch" the Bible with the other hand if the Bible is held with only 1, 2, 3, or 4 fingers. Each time it becomes more difficult to snatch or pull the Bible away. Finally, when the Bible is held firmly with all five fingers, it is impossible to pull it away. This will illustrate that when we do the five things of the hand illustration, then Satan cannot take God's Word out of our heart, because we have properly “hidden” God’s Word in our heart.)
Collect the Bibles and review - have all the students hold up one hand and, starting with the little finger, say "Faaw ñu dégg Kàddug Yàlla. Faaw ñu jàng Kàddug Yàlla.  Faaw ñu sawar ci niir Kàddug Yàlla. Faaw ñu riim di fattaliku Kàddug Yàlla. Faaw ñu jëfe Kàddug Yàlla." Repeat until all can say it with you.
Growing Disciple:

Who can draw The Growing Disciple (Taalibe Kuy Sax)? Have a volunteer come up and draw it on the board. Then ask, what do we draw in the Disciple's heart? Choose someone to come draw the throne and the cross and explain what they mean. Use this time to review. Ask what else we draw inside the heart? Another child can come draw the dove and explain that it represents the Holy Spirit. Who remembers the 9 fruits of the Spirit? [mbëggeel, mbég, jàmm, muñ, laabiir, mbaax, kóllëre, lewetaay, ak maandute]
Draw the water of baptism.

Today we are going to add the Bible to our drawing because God speaks to His disciples through the Bible and His disciples constantly study the Bible. Draw the cloud. Explain that in the Bible God's glorious presence was often represented by a  glowing cloud of light.  Exodus 13:21,22:  Bu bëccëgee nag Aji Sax ji nekk ci seen kanam ci biir taxaaru niir, di leen jiite ca yoon wa, te bu guddee mu nekk ci biir taxaaru sawara, di leen leeral, ba ñu mana dem guddi ak bëccëg. Du bëccëg bu niir wa jóge ca kanam mbooloo ma, te du guddi it gu sawara wa masa wuute. Draw the arrow and the Bible. Explain that God has spoken to us, and that His words are recorded in  the Bible. Draw the arrow from the Bible to the Growing Disciple. Explain that God speaks to us today through His Word
 Now it is your turn to draw the Growing Disciple!

Hand out the half sheets of paper and pencils and have each student draw the Taalibey Kuy Sax including the cloud, arrows and Bible.

Review Questions:
Ask these questions, giving a candy for each correct answer, if you like. Ask the easier questions of the younger kids.

1. Point to the drawing and ask, kii, nu mu tudd? [Taalibe Yeesu kuy Sax]
2. Lii lan la? (point to the water) [ndox] 
3. Ndox mi, lan lay firndeel? [Taalibe Yeesu dafay soobu ci ndox]
4. Soob ci ndox, lan lay tekki? [multiple possible answers: gëm na Yeesu, tuub na bàkaaram, taalibe Yeesu la]
5. Kan moo mëna soobu ci ndox? [képp ku gëm Yeesu]
6. Point to the cloud and ask, Lii lan la? [aw niir] Lu muy firneel? [Yàlla]
7. Point to the Bible and ask Lii lan la? [Kàddug Yàlla]
8. Point to the arrows leading from the cloud and the Bible to the person and ask, Lii, lan lay tekki? [Taalibe Yeesu dafay jàng Kàddug Yàlla] 
9. Ñaata yoon la taalibe Yeesu wara jàng Kàddug Yàlla? [bès bu nekk!] And/or Kañ lañu wara riim di fattaliku Kàddug Yàlla? [guddi ak bëccëg]
10. Ku mënul liir, naka la mënee jàng Kàddug Yàlla? [laaj keneen (sa yaay, sa baay, wàlla sa mag) mu liiral la, nga fattaliku li nga dégg ci église bi...) 
11. Ku mëna liim, lu ñu jàng téy? Hold up your hand as you did during the lesson and point to your little finger. Say, "Faaw ñu....?" Go through all 5 fingers. ["Faaw ñu dégg Kàddug Yàlla. Faaw ñu jàng Kàddug Yàlla. Faaw ñu sawar ci niir Kàddug Yàlla. Faaw ñu riim di fattaliku Kàddug Yàlla. Faaw ñu jëfe Kàddug Yàlla.]
12. Lan la wax ci Saboor 119:11 ne Taalibe dafa koy def ak waxu Yàlla yi?  Sama xol laa....? [làq say wax] Ngir...?  [bañ laa moy]

Activity:
Make bookmarks. You can make your own or you can print out BibleBookmarks.pdf and cut one out for each student. Note: There are four bookmarks on each page. Cut them out leaving the front and back attached so each student gets one piece of paper showing both sides of the bookmark. After the student colors theirs in, fold it in half along the line and laminate it. Have them write their names on the back and color them with crayons or markers. You can get them laminated and give them back next Sunday. Encourage them to keep this bookmark in their Bible and use it to keep their place as they read a little bit each day. 
Take the time to read the names of the books of the New Testament out loud together a few times so they know how to pronounce them all. Explain that the books are listed in order so this bookmark can help them when they are looking for a specific book. Remind them to bring their Bibles next week. 
Closing song:
Sing, "Allelu, allelu, allelu, alleluya! Santleen Yeesu!" (In English, it is Allelu,...., Praise Ye the Lord!) After they get the tune, assign half of the group to stand and sing the "allelu's" and the other half to stand and sing the "Santleen Yeesu's". Start slow, and go faster and faster. 

Optional:
Put all the children's names on separate slips of paper and put them in a hat or bucket. Have a volunteer close his eyes and draw one name. This person wins the day's prize! S/he can choose which prize s/he wants. Do this every week keeping track of who has won until everyone wins once.
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