The Growing Disciple for Kids
Story #2: The Filling and Fruit of the Holy Spirit

You will need:
· Wolof New Testaments for those who can read (2 students can share)
· A pencil for each student
· A blank half sheet of white paper for each student
· Chalk for chalkboard
· Different kinds of fruit (one whole apple and a knife, and a container with ready-to-eat cut-up pieces of fruit for the game, plus enough fruit for everyone to have some)
· a blindfold
· Optional: a few prizes, names on slips of paper, and a hat

Advance Organizer:
Bring an apple (or other fruit) to class today. Talk about the fact that the apple grows on a tree. Cut the apple open and let the children see the seed inside. Ask the children what would happen if you plant the seed. “A tree will grow. When the tree gets big enough then little buds appear and we have apple blossoms. What happens next? Do you think lemons will start growing on the tree? Of course not! If you plant apple seeds then a tree will grow and you will get apples.” You can do the same with some other fruits and then eat them. 

Ask, “Does anyone know what God plants inside of a Christian when he or she is baptized? . . . The Holy Spirit! (Lan la Yàlla def ci biir xolu nit ku gëm Yeesu? Lu mu ko maay? Xel Mu Sell Mi!) Remind them of the verse they memorized, Acts 2:38, where Peter explained to the people that if they believed in Jesus, repented of their sins, and received Jesus as their Savior, they would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

If an apple seed is planted then a fruit called an apple is produced. If the Spirit is inside of you, guess what kind of fruit is produced . . . the Fruit of the Spirit. (Meññeefu Xelum Yàlla) Let's read our Bibles to find out what that fruit looks like . . .”

Hand out the Bibles and open in prayer.

Bible Teaching:
Have them turn to Galatians 5:16 -26.  When they have all found the passage in their Bibles, you read aloud verses 16 - 26 while they follow along.  

Draw a huge tree on the chalk board. Ask what the fruits of the Spirit are. (Lan la Xelum Yàlla mi di meññ?) Ask for 9 volunteers to come up to the chalk board and draw each fruit with the word inside of it or next to it. (There are 9 listed in the passage.) 

Say that there is something important that you want them to remember about the fruits of the Spirit. If I am a tree and I want to have good fruit, should I go buy some fruit and put it on my branches? Of course not, that is ridiculous! The fruit grows naturally from the tree. Have the students turn to Galatians 3:2 and read that verse out loud. The point is not to "sàmm yoon" first, but to first believe Jesus, repent, receive the Holy Spirit and then to live in the Spirit (like Galatians 5:16 says - "dundleen ci Xelum Yàlla") to "topp Xelum Yàlla", and like the song says to "feesleen ak Xel mu Sell mi". Then this fruit will grow out of you because of the Holy Spirit.

Explain that there are two different things: 
1) Being given the Spirit when you believe in Jesus (also called being baptized with the Spirit, or being born again). This only happens once. This is what Jesus talked about in John 3. Read John 3:3-6 and then verse 16 which they already know and which is where Jesus explains how you can be born again. Ku gëm Yeesu, judduwaat na ci Xelum Yàlla, te Yàlla may na ko Xel mu Sell mi. And Ephesians 1:13.
2) Being filled with the Holy Spirit as you pray and obey. This is something that can happen daily when you give the Holy Spirit control. When you sin, you need to repent, otherwise you are not living in the Spirit. (dund, topp, fees). This is what the passage in Galatians 5 is referring to and why is commands us to "feesleen ak Xel mu Sell mi".  We should pray every day and ask God to fill us with his Holy Spirit, to help us to obey His Spirit, and to bear fruit in us. 

My prayer is that each of you will do both!

Growing Disciple:

Do you remember the drawing of Taalibe Kuy Sax that we did last week? Who can come up and draw it on the board for us?
	 (Draw the body/heart.) (Draw the head, eye and smile.) (Draw the arms, hands, legs, and feet.)

Once you have the Basic Picture of the Growing Disciple on the board, add the throne inside the heart with the cross on the throne. Ask who remembers what that represents? [Jesus is the King, Lord, and Savior of the Growing Disciple.]

Say, "Today, we are going to add the Holy Spirit to our drawing of the Growing Disciple. Draw a simple dove inside the heart to represent the Holy Spirit. Remind the students of when Jesus was baptized. Ask who remembers what happened? [God the Father's voice spoke from heaven and the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus like a dove] That is why we draw a dove to represent the Holy Spirit. 

Each of us should examine our lives and the two lists in Galatians and see if there is fruit from the Holy Spirit? Are we giving the Holy Spirit control of our lives? Is there fruit? That is, am I a person who is loving, kind, gentle, patient, trustworthy and good? If instead of these things I see that there is sin, I am not giving the Holy Spirit control, so I need to repent and ask for forgiveness and pray for the Spirit to fill me and help me to be more like Jesus. Every day, I should pray and ask the Holy Spirit to fill me and empower me to live like Jesus.

Hand out the half sheets of paper and pencils (collect the Bibles) and have each student draw the Taalibey Kuy Sax with the dove.

Review Questions:
Ask these questions, giving a candy for each correct answer, if you like. 

1. Lan lanu woowee sunu dessein? (Point to the drawing and ask, kii, nu mu tudd?) [Taalibe Yeesu kuy Sax]
2. Lu tax Taalibe Kuy Sax aangiy rey (smiling) ci sunu dessein? [ndaxte dafa mucc ci Yeesu]
3. Lii lan la? (point to the chair) [Siis walla siisu buur] Ak lan lay firndeel ci sunu dessein? [Ki fay toog, mooy yilif Taalibe Ki]
4. Lii lan la? (point to the cross) [bant fi nu daajewoon Yeesu] Ak lan lay firndeel? [Yeesu mooy Buuru Taalibe Ki]
5. Lii lan la? (point to the dove) [pitax] Ak lan lay firndeel? [Xel mu Sell maangiy dund ci xolu Taalibe Ki]
6. Lu tax nu jëfindiko ab pitax ngir mu nekk firndeelu Xel mu Sell mi? [ndaxte bi Yeesu soobee ci ndox mi, Xell mu Sell mi dafa wax ci moom ci melo pitax.]
7. Lan la Yàlla maay nit ku nekk ku gëm Yeesu? [Xel mu Sell mi]
8. Lan la Xelum Yàlla di meññ? [9 answers: mbëggeel, mbég, jàmm, muñ, laabiir, mbaax, kóllëre, lewetaay, ak maandute]
9. Kuy topp sa nafsu, moom, lan lay def? [njaaloo, xalaat yu bon, def i ñaawteef ak say cér, xërëm, luxus, noonoo, xuloo, xadar, diiroo mbagg, féewaloo, xàjjaloo, kiñaan, màndite, ñeetaane, xawaare]
10. Kan mooy am Xelum Yàlla ci biir xolam? [bépp taalibe Yeesu]
11. Ndax taalibe Yeesu yi dinañu bàkkaar? [waaw]
12. Taalibe Yeesu, su bàkkaaree, lan la wara def? [tuub, baaloo, ñaan Yàlla mu changer ko ci kàttanu Xel mu Sell mi, bayyi bàkkaar]

Activity:
· Taste different types of fruit. For fun you could blindfold a child and let him/her taste a piece of fruit and guess what it is. Repeat for a number of children with different types of fruit.

Closing song:
Sing, "Allelu, allelu, allelu, alleluya! Santleen Yeesu!" (In English, it is Allelu,...., Praise Ye the Lord!) After they get the tune, assign half of the group to stand and sing the "allelu's" and the other half to stand and sing the "Santleen Yeesu's". Start slow, and go faster and faster. 

Optional:
Put all the children's names on separate slips of paper and put them in a hat or bucket. Have a volunteer close his eyes and draw one name. This person wins the day's prize! S/he can choose which prize s/he wants. Do this every week.

