The Growing Disciple for Kids
Story #16:  Worship (Njaamu)

You will need:
· Wolof New Testaments
· Chalk
· Optional: snack for each student

Advance Organizer: Ask the students what it means to worship God (jaamu Yàlla)? Ask how a person can jaamu Yàlla. [some possible answers: by praising Him, by thanking Him, by singing to or about Him, by rejoicing in Him, by praying to Him, by living for Him]  Explain that today we are going to talk about worshiping God.
Review:  
Let the students know that in just a couple of weeks, we are going to be finished with our study of the Growing Disciple. When we are done, we are going to show the adults in the church what we have learned by presenting the drawing and reciting the 12 elements of the life of a Growing Disciple. Today we will start practicing our presentation. 
Have the kids line up from oldest to youngest near the chalkboard. Give the oldest student a piece of chalk. S/he will draw The Growing Disciple (the heart, head, arms and legs). (Note: have him/her practice drawing it rather large so that all of the adults in the meeting room/church will be able to see it.) The next person in line should be ready to take the chalk and draw the first element (the throne with the cross). While the child draws this, the whole group recites the corresponding element we have learned. Depending on how many students there are (You need 13 draw-ers) you can instruct them to go to the end of the line after they draw something. Give this a try, with you loudly leading the recitation, making sure to wait until the next child starts their drawing before saying each part.
New element:
After you have tried it once or twice, explain that today we are going to talk about worshiping God. A growing disciple worships God. Show them what we are going to add to our drawing: Draw the arrow pointing upward. Explain that this arrow represents our worship which is directed toward God. As we draw this arrow, we will say, "Bépp taalibe kuy sax, dafay jaamu Yàlla." Have the class repeat this a few times. Now you may want to practice the whole presentation again.
1. Yeesu mooy Buur bi ak Boroom bi.
2. Ku ko gëm daay fes ak Xel mu Sell mi
3. te muy sóobu ci ndox			 
4. di jàng Kàddug Yàlla.
5. Dafay bokk ci mboloom Yeesu		
6. ak ci Réeru Boroom bi.
7. Dafay ñaan saa yu nekk
8. di dox ci dèggal Yàlla.
9. Fépp fu muy dem, day bàyyi ci ginaawam ay màndargawu liggéeyu Yàlla
10. Ni muy gérer alalam, dafay neex Yàlla.
11. Bépp taalibe kuy sax, dafay jaamu Yàlla

Before you begin today's study, open in prayer. 

Hand out the Bibles. Have the students look up each of the following passages. Use these notes to lead your discussion of each Scripture.



New Teaching:

1)  The meaning of worship (Jaamu Yàlla - lan la?)
     To worship God means to praise Him for Who He is and to thank Him for what He has done. Give examples of both of these: Yàlla, yaw ku baax nga. Yaay Boroom Doole. Yaay Aji Sell ki. These are examples of praising God for who He is. Mooy ni mu mel. Yaw, Yàlla, musal nga ma. Jërëjeëf Yàlla ndaxte nangu nga sama ñaan te wéral nga ma. These are examples of thanking Him for what He has done. Mooy li mu def ngir man. Ask them for other examples of each. 

Romans 12:1 teaches us the true meaning of worship. Read Rom 12:1  I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
Kon nag bokk yi, gannaaw yërmandey Yàlla baree na noonu, maa ngi leen di ñaan, ngeen jébbal ko seen yaram wépp. Na seen dund mel ni sarax su ñuy defal Yàlla, sarax su sell te neex ko. Loolu mooy njaamu, gi leen war.
· The true method of worship - "to present your bodies."  To present something to God means to surrender, yield, and dedicate it to Him (jébbal). To truly worship God is to surrender yourself to Him completely. As we learned in Lesson number one, we must let Jesus sit on the throne of our heart as Lord and Master. 
· Sacrifice usually involved a lamb being sacrificed on an altar. The lamb's legs were tied to prevent its escape. Ask if the kids have ever seen a sheep killed? How does the sheep react to being tied up and laid down? It resists, not wanting to be sacrificed. Can you imagine a lamb willingly crawling up on an altar, lying down and stretching his neck out for the knife to cut its throat? Yet this is the command in Romans 12:1-2 for Growing Disciples. We must voluntarily place our lives on the altar, not as a sacrifice to be killed, but as "a living sacrifice." 
· Romans 12:1 says "this is your spiritual service of worship." The life lived for Christ is the true act of worship and the true result of worship. To willingly lay your life on the altar, to live your life on the altar - that is true worship. 

· The true motive for worship - "I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God...." Kon nag bokk yi, gannaaw yërmandey Yàlla baree na noonu...
· "Mercies of God" includes who God is and what God has done to provide our salvation.
· "Therefore" - The word "therefore" [kon nag] is important. Paul says, "Because of who God is and what he has done for you (His "mercies"), therefore, you should worship Him and live for Him."
· "I urge you" - Paul wanted to motivate his readers to worship God. Our motive for worshiping God is love. We love and worship Him because He first loved us and had "mercy" on us. Other religions have different motives for carrying out their religious practices. Some Muslims are motivated by blessings, duty, and fear. Our motivation is very different. Ask if the kids remember when we talked about how Muslims say, "Ngir Yàlla..." They do something for God, to earn forgiveness or blessing or to avoid punishment or hell. Do they remember what Christians say? [Ndaxte Yàlla...As in, ndaxte Yàlla dafa bëgg àddina si...] We Christians don't do things "for God" or "so that God", we do them "because of God, because of what He has already done". 
· Paul explained the true Christian motivation in 2 Corinthians 5:14a. He said, "The love of Christ motivates me." or "For the love of Christ controls us" We worship our Lord because of His love for us and our love in return for Him. Ndaxte mbëggeelu Kirist moo nuy jiite... 
	
2)  Private worship (Jaamu Yàlla, yaw kenn)
As we learned in Lesson number one, the Growing Disciple must learn to have a daily personal worship time with the Lord in prayer and Bible study. Ask if the students think it is enough to worship God once a week in church on Sunday mornings? If we are to be "living sacrifices", we need to worship God every day and through everything we do. Ask if the students worship God every day. What kinds of things do they do to worship Him? [Some examples might include: prayers of praise and thanks, reading the Bible and obeying, singing worship songs, dancing, rejoicing in your heart]
3)  Communal Worship (Jaamu Yàlla ci Mboolo mi)
In Acts, the new growing disciples met in each other's homes for group worship, and in doing that, they learned how to have family worship. Children, young people, and adults were present in these times of worship. Believers' families learned how to worship the Lord in their own family in their own home. Of course, family worship is difficult if some members of the family are not yet believers. But when possible, the believers in a family should try to have a regular worship time in the home. 
· Family worship is important because it unifies the family in worshiping and living for Christ. Family worship strengthens and encourages each family member, and helps them become growing disciples.
· Family worship is important because it teaches family members their role in the family.
· Christ is Lord of the home and Lord of each member of the family.
· Note that the husband should be the spiritual leader of the family (1 Corinthians 11:3).
· Read Colossians 3:16-24 twice. Before you read it the first time, ask how these believers worshipped God in their family relationships? [v. 18-22]
· Before you read it a second time, ask how these disciples worship God? What did they do? [studied God's Word, taught each other, sang, gave thanks, submitted to and respected others in their family, worked, everything!]

Col 3:16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 
Col 3:17  And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
Col 3:18  Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 
Col 3:19  Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them. 
Col 3:20  Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 
Col 3:21  Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 
Col 3:22  Bondservants, obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 
Col 3:23  Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 
Col 3:24  knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 

Na kàddug Kirist dëkk ci yéen, bay baawaan, ngeen di jànglante ak a artoonte ci seen biir ak xel mu mat sëkk, di woy ak a gërëm Yàlla ak seen xol bépp, ay taalifi Sabóor, ay kañ Yàlla ak ay cant yu tukkee ci Xelum Yàlla.
17  Lu ngeen mana def, muy ci wax mbaa ci jëf, wéerleen ko ci turu Boroom bi Yeesu, jaare ci moom gërëm Yàlla Baay bi.
18 ¶  Jigéen ñi, na ku nekk nangul jëkkëram, ndaxte looloo jekk ci ñi bokk ci Boroom bi.
19  Góor ñi, na ku nekk bëgg soxnaam te muñal ko.
20  Xale yi, déggal-leen seeni waajur ci lépp, ndaxte looloo rafet ci ñi bokk ci Boroom bi.
21  Baay yi, buleen bundxataal seeni doom, ngir baña jeexal seen xol.
22  Jaam yi, nangul-leen ci lépp seen sang, yi ci àddina. Buleen ko def rekk ci seen kanam, di sàkku ngërëm, waaye na nekk lu dëggu ci yéen, ndax seen ragal Boroom bi.
23  Lu ngeen mana def, na ci seen xol tàlli; ngeen def ko ngir Boroom bi, te du ngir nit,
24  xam ne Boroom bi dina fey seeni jëf, mu di cér bi mu leen dencal. Kirist mooy Boroom, bi ngeen di liggéeyal.

What were the worship meetings in the New Testament churches like?
· Churches met and worshipped in homes or public buildings. 
· Worship was centered on God and God's Word. 
· Worship was not a set of activities, but a meeting with the living and powerful God. 
· Read Matthew 18:20. Ndaxte fu ñaar walla ñetti nit booloo ci sama tur, maa ngi ci seen biir. Jesus taught that "where two or three have gathered together in My name, there I am in their midst." 
· Read John 4:23-24 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth. Waaye jamono dina ñëw, te agsi na ba noppi, jamono joo xam ne jaamukat yi dëgg dinañu jaamu Baay bi ci xel ak ci dëgg. Ñooñu nag, ñooy jaamu Baay bi, ni mu ko bëgge. Yàlla xel la, kon ñi koy jaamu war nañu koo jaamu ci xel ak ci dëgg. There are many good things/activities we can do in worship: prayer, singing, Bible study, preaching, testimonies, and prayer requests. But it is possible to go through all those activities and never actually worship God. Sometimes a worship meeting is conducted, but there is no "sincerity of heart" among the people. Jesus taught that "true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth."
· Everyone ("each one") could participate in the worship meeting. Read 1 Corinthians 14:26  What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up. Kon nag bokk yi, lu muy indi? Bu ngeen dajee, kii am aw taalif, kii am njàngle, kii dëgg gu Yàlla feeñal, kii di wax aw làkk, kee di ko firi. Na loolu lépp aw ci yoonu yokk ngëmu mbooloo mi. Ask what they see in the verse - naka lañu mëna jaamu Yàlla sunu dajee? There are 5 answers:
· Someone may sing or recite or read a psalm. (taalif or saboor)
· Someone may share an exhortation or encouragement from God's Word ("a teaching" - njàngle).
· Someone may share a new insight or understanding of God's Word ("a revelation" - dëgg gu Yàlla feeñal).
· Someone may speak in a tongue.(wax aw làkk)
· Someone may have an interpretation of what was said in the tongue.(firi)  
· Those are just a few examples of how all believers can take part in the worship meeting. Other examples are:
· Preaching a message (waare)
· Public confession of sin (tuub)
· Prayer requests (wax li nga bëgg ñu ñaanal la)
· Testimonies of what God has taught you (bokk li la Yàlla jàngal)
· Share a testimony (seede)
· Singing of psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs (woy).
· Dancing and clapping (fécc ak taacu)
· Therefore, the worship meeting in the New Testament churches was not a performance led by a few. The congregation did not just sit there passively, while a few leaders put on a performance. In a true worship meeting, God is the audience, and we are the performers. We all express our love, praise, worship, and devotion to God.

Close in prayer. Ask the Lord to help each of us to worship Him with all our hearts and minds, on Sundays and every day, when we are alone and when we are with other believers, and to live our lives as a living sacrifice of worship.
Game: 
We can clap when we worship God. And we can have fun clapping! Teach the kids a hand-clapping game. 
A fun clapping game is when you all sit in a circle on a mat. Everyone claps twice, then slaps their knees twice, then snaps twice. The leader sets the rhythm and everyone has to clap along with the same rhythm. (Tip: Start slow! If it is too fast, it is too difficult!) You then give a category. Some easy categories to start with are Animals, Girls' Names, and Boys' Names. You always speak on the double beat of the snapping. So the leader starts the clapping and then once everyone is clapping along, on the double snap, the leader says "Mala yi". Clap, clap, slap, slap, and then on the beats of snap, snap, s/he names an animal, for example, muus. The next person has to wait until the snaps and on that snap beat say the name of a different animal. It goes around the circle. If you miss the snap beats (either too early or too late) you are out of the circle and the leader starts again. If you name an animal that has already been named in that round, you are also out. Keep going until one person wins! 
Alternate version: Demonstrate playing with just two people and then have the kids pair off to play.
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