The Growing Disciple for Kids
Story #13:  Signs and Wonders (Kéemaan yi ak Firnde yi) 

You will need:
· Wolof New Testaments for those who can read (2 students can share each one)
· Chalk for the chalkboard
· A full sheet of paper for each student and crayons or markers to share
· Optional: a few prizes, names on slips of paper, and a hat or big cup (for prizes, I have an assortment, like a 100CFA packet of milk, a cool pencil, a small notebook, a set of colored pencils and a box of 4 crayons; as prizes are taken, I restock so there are always about 5 things to chose from) 
· Optional: candy to give out to those who are first to find a verse

Start with drawing a name for a door prize. Eventually every student should win once.

Open in prayer. 

Hand out the Bibles. 

 (Note: each time a Scripture reference is listed here, have the students race to see who can find the passage first. Whoever finds it will start reading it out loud. If you want, you can give a piece of candy to the one who finds the passage first. Then you should read the Scripture slowly and clearly.)

1. Obedience

Truths taught last week:

	1)  The meaning of obedience
	2)  The motivation for obedience
________________________________________
Truths to be taught today:
	
	3)  The results of obedience
	4)  The results of disobedience

First ask what topic we studied last week. [Obedience] Then have two volunteers come to the board and each draw the whole Growing Disciple. Make sure both are correct. Then point to the eight elements in the following order and recite the following that you learned last week:
1.  Lordship of Jesus Christ - 	Yeesu mooy Buur bi ak Boroom bi.
2.  Filling of the Holy Spirit - 	Ku ko gëm daay fes ak Xel mu Sell mi
3.  Baptism in water - 		te muy sóobu ci ndox					 
4.  Word of God - 		di jàng Kàddug Yàlla.
5.  Fellowship - 			Dafay bokk ci mboloom Yeesu			
6.  Lord's Supper - 		ak ci Réeru Boroom bi.
7.  Prayer - 			Dafay ñaan saa yu nekk
8.  Obedience - 			di dox ci dèggal Yàlla.
2. Works of God (2:43 - "wonders and signs")  

Truths to be taught:
	1)  The meaning of the works of God
	2)  The true test of the works of God
	3)  The works of God in the Book of Acts
	4)  The works of God today
	5)  The works of God in His church
 (Draw the 3 footprints. Explain that as a person walks in sand he leaves footprints behind him. This illustrates the life of a Growing Disciple. As he walks in obedience to Christ, everywhere he goes, God works through him, and he leaves behind him the footprints of the works of God.)

Explanation:
Acts 2:43 - The gospel message of salvation was introduced in Jerusalem, and God performed miracles to demonstrate the truth and the power of that message. God performed His works through these Growing Disciples. People saw what God could do, and as a result they believed in the truth of the gospel.

1)  The meaning of the works of God
· Miracles, signs, and wonders are works that God does to prove His truth and His power. Jesus performed many miracles during His 3 ½ years of public ministry. By doing these miracles Jesus demonstrated to the people that His works were the works of God. By doing these things that only God can do, Jesus gave proof that He was God.
· God can do things that are impossible for man to do (Jeremiah 32:17, 27;   Mark 10:27).

2)  The true test of the works of God
· Jesus warned His followers to beware of false prophets and false miracle workers (Matthew 7:15-23). They will preach, and cast out demons, and work miracles (v. 22). They will do these things in the name of Jesus, but they are not doing God's will (v. 21), and they do not have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ (v. 23).
· In the very first miracle of God recorded after the day of Pentecost, we can learn the true tests of the works of God (Acts 3:1 -- 4:4 The story of the healing of the lame beggar).
When God performs a work:
· God, Himself, chooses the timing and the place for that work. Peter and John saw many sick, lame, and diseased people at the temple, but God pointed out only one man that He wanted Peter to speak to. God chose the person to be healed and the time of the healing (Acts 3:1-7).
· God performs His work through His children who are faithful, obedient, Growing Disciples.  Peter and John did not plan this encounter, nor did they go seeking for someone to heal. They were living in fellowship with Christ and sensitive to the leadership of the Holy Spirit. God spoke to Peter and told him what to say and do (Acts 3:4-7).
· God's work brings glory to God. The man who was healed immediately began praising God.  The people were "filled with wonder and amazement" at the power of God (Acts 3:8-10), and they all were "glorifying God for what had happened" (Acts 4:21).
· God's work prepares people to hear the gospel. When the people saw the power of God, they were ready to hear the truth of God. Peter took that opportunity to preach the gospel (Acts 3:11-26).
· God's work leads people to receive Christ as Savior. Peter's sermon was interrupted by the religious leaders, but "many of those who heard the message believed" (Acts 4:1-4).
· God's work advances the Kingdom of God. Peter and John were arrested, interrogated, and threatened. But even this caused growth in the Kingdom of God. After their release, the Growing Disciples gathered for prayer and asked for more boldness to witness. God answered that prayer. He gave them boldness, and they witnessed with great power (Acts 4:5-33).

3)  The works of God in the Book of Acts                                                                                     The apostles and other Growing Disciples took the gospel to new places, where people had never heard of Jesus Christ. Many times God performed miracles to introduce the truth and the power of the gospel.
· Philip took the gospel message to Samaria. God performed miracles through Philip, and the people gave attention to the gospel (Acts 8:4-8).
· Paul and Barnabas took the gospel message to Cyprus. God performed a miracle through Paul, and the leading government official believed in Christ (Acts 13:4-12).
· Paul and Barnabas took the gospel message to Iconium and Lystra. God performed miracles there, people believed in Christ, and churches were planted (Acts 14:1-20).
· There are other examples in Acts where God used miracles to introduce the message of the Gospel to a new place.
· But there are just as many examples in Acts of the gospel being taken to a new place, and God did not perform miracles. The miracles are not necessary. The proclamation of the gospel is necessary. 

4)  The works of God today
· The greatest miracle of God is the new birth in the life of an individual. When a lost sinner who has no righteousness of his own, repents and receives Christ, he is born-again. He becomes a new creation in Christ. His sins are forgiven and taken away, and he has a new life. This is God’s greatest work! The new birth, the new creation - that is what God wants all people of all nations to experience (2 Corinthians 5:17, 21).
· God wants His Growing Disciples to be involved in this great work. When we share the gospel message of salvation, and people believe and receive Christ, that is the most important work in the world (2 Corinthians 5:18-20).
· When the Growing Disciple takes the gospel to new places, God may or may not perform miracles to accompany the message. That decision is God's decision. Our emphasis should be on proclaiming the gospel, not on performing miracles.

5)  The works of God in His church
As the gospel was spreading and "taking root" in new places, God often performed His signs, wonders, and miracles to validate and prove the power of the gospel. But at the same time God was doing works in and through the lives of the Growing Disciples that would not be considered miracles. God was doing acts of ministry through these new believers to teach His people that everyone must be involved in Kingdom work.

· Spiritual Gifts - The Holy Spirit gives spiritual gifts to every believer. These spiritual gifts are God-given abilities to be used in serving the Lord. There are about 17 different spiritual gifts listed in the following passages: Romans 12: 3-8;   1 Corinthians chapters 12, 13, 14; Ephesians 4:7-16;   1 Peter 4:10, 11  
· Every believer has at least one spiritual gift (Romans 12:6; Ephesians 4:7).
· The Holy Spirit chooses which spiritual gifts to give to each believer (1 Corinthians 12:11).
· There is no one specific gift that is given to every believer (1 Corinthians 12:29, 30).
· Each Growing Disciple must discover which spiritual gifts he has been given          (1 Corinthians 12:18).
· Each Growing Disciple must serve the Lord by using his spiritual gifts                    (1 Peter 4:10-11).
· Just as each part of the human body is important, so each member of the body of Christ is important, and each member’s function in the body is important                 (1 Corinthians 12:12-27).
· Spiritual gifts are intended to "build up" (edify) the body of Christ (Ephesians 4:12-16). This includes ministry inside and outside the church. It includes ministry to believers and to non-believers. Spiritual gifts are to be used by each believer to advance the Kingdom of God.
· The pastor and church leaders should learn, understand, and teach the meaning of the spiritual gifts to believers
· The pastor and church leaders should train the believers to serve the Lord with their spiritual gifts (Ephesians 4:11-13).

· Every Saint a Minister - In the New Testament, the words minister and ministry, servant and service, all have the same meaning. These words mean to work for the Lord by serving other people. Not only the church leaders, but every church member is called by God to do some type of ministry/service in the body of Christ. There are "varieties of ministry" that we can all do for our Lord (1 Corinthians 12:6).  In Ephesians 4:11-16 God has given the church a plan to train and use every church member to "do the work of the ministry."
· God has given trainers (equippers) in the church (Eph. 4:11 gives several examples of these "equippers."  There are also other kinds of trainers for other ministries.)
· These trainers are to equip/train the "saints" (all church members) to do the work of the ministry (Eph. 4:12).
· The work of the ministry is to be done by all church members as they are trained and guided by the church leaders (the equippers and trainers) (Eph. 4:12).
· When the saints are trained and properly doing the work of the ministry in the church, then the body of Christ will be built up (Eph. 4:12), and they will experience "the fullness of Christ" (Eph. 4:13).
· After we are saved, our purpose on earth is to do "good works" for the glory of God. We were "created in Christ Jesus for good works" (Eph. 2:8-10).
· Therefore, every Growing Disciple should be involved in some type of ministry, using his spiritual gifts. Today God does His works through His people using the spiritual gifts He has given them. 

(Point to the picture again and show that the disciple who is walking in obedience leaves behind him the footprints of the works of God. God does His work through His disciples who are growing.)

· Spiritual Warfare - In Acts 2 these new believers had shifted/moved from Satan's family to God's family. They had exchanged citizenship from Satan’s nation to God’s nation. They had transferred from Satan's Kingdom to God's Kingdom (Colossians 1:13, 14). Now these Growing Disciples found themselves in the midst of an intense spiritual battle between their old kingdom and their new Kingdom. Satan is enraged at any advancement of the Kingdom of God. His greatest enemy is the church - the body of believers in Christ. Satan will try his best to hinder the spiritual growth of new believers, oppose the growth and development of each local church, and stop the spread of the gospel. The Growing Disciple needs to know how to have victory in spiritual warfare (Ephesians 6:12).

· The personal spiritual battle
· Satan wants to prevent the new believer from being a Growing Disciple. He will tempt the believer to return to his old religion, customs, and practices. He will find the believer's weakness and tempt him to fall into sin. He can use family, friends, religion, and government to persecute the believer. Jesus described Satan as the "thief who comes to steal, and kill, and destroy" (John 10:10). Satan will attack believers trying to steal their "abundant life," trying to kill their spiritual growth, and trying to destroy their witness and influence for Christ. Peter warns us to beware of our enemy, the devil, who prowls like a lion seeking some way to attack us. 
· 1 Peter 5:6-11 tells us what to do when the "lion" attacks:
· “Humble yourselves” (v. 6) – Learn to depend on God’s strength, not your own, to defeat Satan’s attacks.
· “Casting all your anxiety upon Him” (v. 7) – Do not worry, do not be afraid. God will give you the boldness and the faith to have victory.
· "Be of sober spirit, be on the alert" (v. 8) - Always be prepared, knowing that temptation, persecution, and suffering will come.
· "Resist him, firm in your faith" (v. 9) - Stand up against Satan's attacks. Resist and rebuke him with your faith firm in Jesus Christ. You have a large family of fellow believers who are in the same battle, and you can strengthen one another with encouragement and prayers.
· Know that in the end you will have victory, because God will "perfect, confirm, strengthen, and establish you” (v. 10).

· The spiritual battle in the church
· Satan wants to hinder the growth and development of each local church. He will try to disrupt the unity in the church, cause divisions in the church, and divert the church's attention from it's main purpose of worshiping and serving the Lord.
· Satan will use persecution and suffering. Very soon after the birth of the first church in Jerusalem, Satan began his attack. In Acts 4 Peter and John were arrested and threatened. In Acts 5:17-42 the apostles were arrested (v. 18), threatened with death (v. 33), and beaten (v. 40). In Acts 7 Stephen was stoned to death. In Acts 8:1 "a great persecution arose against the church in Jerusalem." But the believers were not surprised at this, because Jesus had already taught them "if they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you" (John 15:20).
· Satan will send false teachers to turn the church away from "the apostles' teaching" (the Word of God). The Jewish leaders in Jerusalem tried to persuade the apostles to stop teaching the people about Jesus. But the apostles answered them, “We must obey God rather than men”               (Acts 5:17-29). Some false teachers come from within the church                 (2 Corinthians 11:13-15;   2 Peter 2:1-3). Some false teachers come from outside the church (Galatians 1:6-10;   1 John 4:1-6).
· Satan will try to hinder the ministry of the church. The first "work of the ministry" that the new church in Jerusalem attempted was to provide for the physical needs of new members who were poor, and new members who were away from their homes (Acts 4:32-37). Satan tried to disrupt that work. He tempted Ananias and Sapphira to lie to the church about the amount of their offering. God demonstrated to the church that He would not tolerate this                     kind of sin within the church. God taught the church that if there is sin in the church, first there should be opportunity for confession, repentance, and reconciliation. But, if the sin persists, it must be disciplined (Acts 5:1-11).
· Satan will try to cause disagreements, divisions, and arguments within the church. In Acts 6, the Greek-speaking Jews, who were not natives of Jerusalem, began to complain against the Hebrew-speaking Jews. They felt they were not being treated fairly in the distribution of daily needs. This led to a church prayer meeting. The church discussed the problem, prayed about it, and chose the first deacons to handle this service/ministry. When church problems are handled in this manner, Satan's strategy "backfires" on him. What he intended as a hindrance only served to strengthen the church. However, sometimes Satan is successful, as he was in the church at Corinth (1 Corinthians 3:1-9). They had jealousy, strife, and divisions (vv. 3, 4). As a result they were not growing spiritually (vv. 1, 2).

· The spiritual battle in the world
· Of course, Satan's most urgent work is to maintain his own kingdom. He does not want to lose any more of his members. So he will do all he can to prevent the spread of the gospel, because it is the gospel message that rescues people from the kingdom of Satan and puts them into God's kingdom. 
· When the gospel seed is sown, sometimes Satan "snatches it away" before the people can understand and believe (Matthew 13:19).
· When the gospel seed is sown, sometimes Satan uses "affliction or persecution" to turn people away (Matthew 13:20, 21).
· When the gospel seed is sown, sometimes Satan uses "the deceitfulness of riches" to cause rejection of the gospel (Matthew 13:22).
· Sometimes Satan "blinds the minds of the unbelieving" to prevent them from seeing "the light of the gospel" (2 Corinthians 4:3, 4).
· But let us remember: We are members of God's Kingdom - the winning side in this spiritual battle (John 16:33; Revelation 17:14). We keep sowing the seed of the gospel, because many times it will fall on "good soil" and bring forth new believers and new churches (Matthew 13:23).

· The weapons of our warfare
· God has equipped us with the spiritual weapons we need to do spiritual warfare.  These weapons have the power of God to destroy the spiritual fortresses of Satan    (2 Corinthians 10:3-5).
· The armor of God - Ephesians 6:10-20
· Prayer - Romans 8:26, 27;  Acts 12:5
· Praise - 2 Chronicles 20;  Acts 16:25  
· The Name of Jesus - Acts 16:18
· The blood of Jesus Christ and the word of our testimony about His death and resurrection - Revelation 12:11
· The holy, righteous life lived for Christ - 2 Corinthians 6:7

Memory Verse:  "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works" 
		    (Ephesians 2:10).
Review last week's lesson with these questions:
1.  Ask what it says in Act 5:29. If no one knows, start reading the verse and see who can complete it: Waaye Piyeer ak ndaw ya ne léen: « Déggal Yàlla moo gën déggal nit."
2. Dèggal Yàlla, lu mu tekki? [jébbalu ci moom te nekk jaamam]
3. Who can complete James 1:22- 25? Buleen yem ci déglu kàddu gi rekk, waaye...? [jëfeleen ko!]
4. Who can complete John 14:21?  " Ki ma bëgg, mooy... [kiy nangu samay ndigal te di ko topp.]
5. Lu tax nuy dèggal Yàlla? Ndax ñungi koy dèggal ngir Yàlla baal ñu? [Ndaxte mbëggeelu Kirist moo nuy jiite... Remind them that we don't do things "ngir Yàlla", we do them "ndaxte Yàlla..."]

Teaching:
· 	

Prayer:
Close in prayer. Have students ask God to help them to obey Him every day. 

Activity:  Have the students think about the verses we read in 1 Corinthians 3:9-15 today about how the believer is like a builder constructing a house. The house we build represents our work, our obedience, our walking out the commands of the Lord. Imagine the most solid, beautiful house you can think of. What would it be made out of? Give them paper and markers or crayons and, after you talk through it and brainstorm together a bit, have each student draw the house they want to build, which represents their work/obedience to the Lord. You can explain that each time you disobey, it is like tearing down a piece of the house. For example, when you lie, it is like ripping off the door. Stealing is like making a hole in the roof. But when you obey God by telling the truth, confessing your sin, or telling other people about Jesus, you add strong, beautiful bricks to your building.
image1.wmf

