The Growing Disciple for Kids
Story #1: Zacchaeus Puts Jesus on the Throne of His Life 
		or	 Zacchaeus Makes Jesus His Lord and Savior

You will need:
· One copy of the white sheet of paper with the Zacchaeus story verses printed at the bottom of the page for each student.
· One small drawing of Zacchaeus cut out for each student. (9 are printed on each page.)
· Crayons
· Glue sticks
· A pencil for each student
· Wolof New Testaments for those who can read (2 students can share)
· A blank half sheet of white paper for each student
· Chalk for chalkboard
· 25 pieces of candy
· Optional: a few prizes, names on slips of paper, and a hat

Advance Organizer:
Ask, "Ndax yaw, mës nga yéeg ci kaw garab?" Have all the kids who have climbed a tree raise their hands. 
Ask, "Lu tax nga yéeg ci garab gi?" Why did you climb the tree? Get several different answers. 
Ask, "Ndax mës nga gis mag, mu yéeg ci kaw garab?" Have you ever seen an adult climb a tree? 
Ask, "Lu tax mag ki yéeg ci garab gi?" To get nebidaay leaves? To get cellphone network? To see?
"Ndax mës nga gis mag bu góor, di boroom alal bu bare, kuy soll xaftan, muy yéeg ci garab?" Kàddug Yàlla dafa nu nettali benn yoon, amoon na mag bu góor, di ku bare alal, ku yéeg ci genn garab. Nañu jàng nettali bi...

Hand out the Bibles and open in prayer.

Bible Story:
Have them turn to Luke 19:1.  Before you read it, explain that the name Sase in Wolof is Zachée in French and write both names, and pronounce them, on the chalkboard. When they have all found the passage in their Bibles, you read aloud verses 1 - 10 while they follow along.  

Then retell the story in your own words and make sure all the children understand.

Teaching:
Remind them of Acts 2:38 when Pierre said, "Tuubleen seeni bàkkaar..."  Explain that Zacchaeus repented in this story. What does it mean to repent of your sins then?  

Draw a vertical line down the centre of the chalk board. Entitle one column “Bàkkaar” and the other “Tuub”. Have the children use the “Sin” side to list things that a child their age might do wrong. Opposite to each of those list ways that person would show they were sorry and had really repented. Example: Bàkkaar - hitting your little brother when you are angry. Repent - help him up, say you’re sorry, and play a game with him to cheer him up and then not doing it again. Start with Zaccheus and then do another example before asking the kids for more examples.

Explain that we are going to be learning what it means to be a taalibe Yeesu (a disciple of Jesus).  Introduce them to the drawing of The Growing Disciple saying:
"We will now draw a picture to illustrate the 12 things that a new believer needs to learn and do. As you know, the heart represents the center of our being, or you might say our spirit or our soul. (Xolu nit ki, maanaam xelam walla ruuwam.) Let me draw the picture, and then you will draw the same picture on your sheet of paper." 
	 (Draw the body/heart.)
"This heart will represent you and me and every believer. We are disciples of Christ who need to be growing everyday in our relationship with Him. Now let's complete the picture. "
	 (Draw the head, eye, eyebrow, and smile.)
"We can see that this disciple is happy, smiling, because he is born-again, his sins are forgiven, and he has a new life in Christ." Remind them of the verse they memorized, "Room 10:9  Ndaxte soo waxee ak sa gémmiñ ne, Yeesu mooy Boroom bi, te nga gëm ci sa xol ne Yàlla dekkal na ko, dinga mucc."
	 (Draw the arms, hands, legs, and feet.)
"As you can see, this Growing Disciple (Taalibe Yeesu kuy Sax) is moving forward, ‘walking’ with the Lord."
(Show your disciples that the arms and legs are in motion. You might illustrate the walking motion yourself. This is important, because some will wonder why the head has only one eye. It is a side view of the Growing Disciple.)
"We now have the Basic Picture of the Growing Disciple. Over the next 12 weeks we will add 12 parts to this picture to illustrate the 12 things a new believer needs to learn and do." 

	

This is the Growing Disciple		This is the final drawing you will have after all 12 lessons.

Today, you will just draw the Growing Disciple and then add the throne in his heart with the cross on it.

Draw the throne in the Disciple's heart. Explain that Zaccheus had to make Jesus His Lord and Savior. He had to get Satan and himself off the throne of his heart, and make Jesus His Boroom.

Truth to be taught: A Growing Disciple must allow Jesus Christ to control every area of their life every day.
· Every person has a throne in his heart/life. The king ("buuram" walla "boroomam") sits on the throne. Every person has the freedom to choose who will be king in his life (Romans 6:16). Those who do not know Jesus Christ as Savior, have Satan and self sitting on the throne. We were all in that condition before we received Christ.
· Peter told the multitude; "God has made this same Jesus, whom you crucified, to be both Lord and Christ" (Acts 2:36).
· He is Jesus, the Savior of the world. The name "Jesus" means "the LORD is our    
Savior" (Matthew 1:21). (Musalkat)
· He is Lord (Boroom Bi) - the eternal, creator Lord God, who is master and owner of everything.
· He is Christ (Almasi Bi) - the Messiah, for whom they had been waiting for centuries.
· 	God had spoken to the people through Peter's sermon, so they asked, "What must we do (to be saved?”) (Naka lañu mëna mucce?) 
· Peter explained “believe” (2:44), “repent” (2:38), and “receive” (2:41).
· 	The people understood that they must believe in Jesus Christ as the one and only Savior, that                                           	they must repent of their sins, and that they must receive Jesus Christ as personal Savior. 
           	This meant that they allowed Him to be the Lord of their lives.
Review Questions:
Ask these questions, giving a candy for each correct answer. (Ask the younger children the easy questions. Try to make sure each child gets a candy.) 
1. Ki yéeg ci garab gi, naka la tudd? (Zachée or Sase)
2. Lan moo doon liggéeyu Zachée? (Njiitu juutikat la woon)
3. Lu tax Zachée yéeg ci garab gi? (ngir gis Yeesu)
4. Lu tax Zachée mënulwoona gis Yeesu? (ndaxte dafa gàtt te amoon na mbooloo mu mag)
5. Lu tax nit ñi ñurum-ñurumi?  (ndax li Yeesu wax ne dina dale këru Zachée te Zachée, boroom bàkkaar la woon)
6. Zachée, lan la wax ne, dina ko def après visitu Yeesu? (Nee na dina may genn-wàllu alalam miskin yi, te lu mu mësa njublaŋ nit, jël alalam, dina ko fey ñeenti yoon lu ni tollu.)
7. Lan la Yeesu wax ne wàcc na tey ci kër Zachée? (Mucc gi) 
8. Ngir lan la Yeesu wax ne, moom moo tax mu ñëw ci àddina si? (Ngir seet te musal ñi réer)
9. Lan mooy "ab taalibe Yeesu"? (Ku gëm Yeesu, tuub bàkkaaram, may Yeesu mu nekk Boroomam, Buuram, ak Musalkatam)
10. Ku gëm Yeesu, doon taalibe Yeesu, ndax dundam dina changer walla ni mu meloon, noonu lay mel ba tey? (Dafay changer.) Naka lay changer? (Dafay tuub, rëccu bàkkaaram, baay ko, topp coobareg Yàlla. Tey Yeesu mooy Boroomam léegi.)
11. Ci dundu taalibe Yeesu, lan la Yeesu di yilif? (There are many answers. Write them all on the board and give a candy for all correct answers. Include: sa xaalis, sa njàng mi, sa njaboot, ki ngay tàkk, sa liggéey)

Craft:
Show the students your completed craft as a model before beginning.

Hand out sheets of white paper with this printed on the bottom of the page: Zachée yéeg na ci genn garab ngir gis Yeesu. Yeesu wax na ne dafa ñëw ngir seet te musal ñi réer. (Luug 19: 1 - 10) 

Pass out pencils. Have each child trace an outline of his forearm and open hand on the paper. This is the tree. 

Pass out the cut-outs of Zacchaeus and gluesticks. Have them glue Zacchaeus so he is sitting on the thumb branch. Then pass out crayons and have them color the tree trunk and branches brown, gray, or black. Then they can draw green leaves on the tree and color in the picture of Zacchaeus. They get to take these home as a reminder of the Bible story.

Closing song:
If you have time, teach them to sing, "Allelu, allelu, allelu, alleluya! Santleen Yeesu!" (In English, it is Allelu,...., Praise Ye the Lord!) After they get the tune, assign half of the group to stand and sing the "allelu's" and the other half to stand and sing the "santleen Yeesu's". Start slow, and go faster and faster. 

Optional:
Put all the children's names on separate slips of paper and put them in a hat or bucket. Have a volunteer close his eyes and draw one name. This person wins the day's prize! S/he can choose which prize s/he wants.
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