Introduction to the Acts stories

This set of 12 stories is designed to follow the set of 52 stories (which start with Creation and go through the death and resurrection of Jesus). They follow a similar format with some minor differences. 
At the end of each of the 12 Acts storying booklets in Wolof there is a Bible memory verse. For the kids I have chosen to have them memorize only 7 of the 12 selected memory passages to make it more manageable. When you begin teaching this series you should explain to the children that there will be 7 memory verses over the next 12 weeks. Each child who memorizes them all and can recite them without help at the end of the series will receive his or her own Wolof Bible portion (New Testament or Genesis depending on what you/they have). Each week, you will need to spend time reviewing these Bible verses. If you are working with a Sunday School class, you may want to plan to have the children recite what they have memorized for the adults in church after you have completed the 12 stories.
The verses they will memorize are: 
Acts 2:38 		(Book 1)
Matthew 28:18-20 	(Book 2)
Acts 4:12 		(Book 4)
Acts 5:29 - 31 		(Book 5)
Acts 10: 34b-35 	(Book 9)
Romans 10:9 		(Book 11)
Matthew 18:20 		(Book 12)



Acts: Book 1 - The Coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost
You will need:  	
· Acts Book #1
· 1 Wolof New Testament for each child who can read (or have two students share and take turns)
· 1 balloon per child
· 1 length of pre-cut ribbon (about 2' long) per child
· Open in prayer
· Hand out Wolof New Testaments. Talk about what it is called in French and Wolof. Look at the Table of Contents. Look at the headings. What is the first book called? Second? 3rd? 4th? 5th? Look at how the chapters are numbered in the headings and at the beginning of the chapter. Who can find the book of Mark first? Now who can find Mark chapter 4? Look at the verse numbering - who can find Mark 4:10? If they are enjoying this, have them race to find a few more in the Gospels and Acts. 
· Everyone turn to Acts 2:1 (through 8). When they are all there, I read the opening Scripture from the booklet while they follow along. After this, collect the Bibles for safekeeping. 
· Read the story. Remember the asterisks are there at natural breaks in the story. Use these pauses to check that the kids are following. Ask a few basic comprehension questions about the main events. 
· Ask the 13 review questions from the booklet. 
· Read the illustration (misaal). 
· Explain to the kids that they will be memorizing 7 Bible passages in the next few months. Whoever can recite all 7 at the end, will receive their own Wolof Bible portion (they can pick a New Testament, Genesis, Psalms or Proverbs). 
· Teach Memory Verse #1 - Acts 2:38 and have them repeat it several times. Have volunteers try to recite it alone. Give a candy to all who can say it. 
· Game for fun: Balloon pop tag. Using a length of ribbon tie an inflated balloon around the ankle of each child who wants to play. (Small children who might be frightened at their balloon popping should not play. You can just give them their balloon to keep.) Designate the playing area (draw a circle in the sand?). It should not be too big of an area. The point is to stomp on others' balloons until they pop while protecting your own balloon from popping. If your balloon pops, you are out of the game. Last one with an intact balloon wins!

